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Title of Research Paper  : A Study of Thai Social Values from Thai Folk Songs.
Author : Mr.Prawit Sirimongkol

Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)

Year : 2005

The three objectives of the study were (1) to find out Thai social values
from 1957 - 2005 from Thai folk songs, (2) to reveal the trend of Thai social values in
future, and (3) to ascertain the attitude of those in the folk music community toward the
future of Thai folk songs. The data were taken from related documents and in-depth
interview of 12 key-informants, who were song writers, singers, news reporters, scholars
and song producers.

The findings were summarized as follows :

1. The Thai social values most often found in Thai folk songs during 1957
- 1973 were worshipping money, following Western models, depending upon power
outside oneself, and doing good. The Thai social values most often found in Thai folk
songs during 1974 -1977 were worshipping money, loving luxurious life and depénding
upon power outside oneself. Next, the Thai social values most often found in Thai
folk songs during 1978 - 2005 were worshipping money, loving luxurious life, following
Western models and modernization. Noticeably, worshipping money has been a long -
term social values in Thai society for the past until present.

2. With globalization, Thailand have to contact other countries worldwide.
Therefore, it is likely that the social values of worshipping money, following Western
models and modernization will continue to be seen in Thai folk songs.

3. Thai folk songs originated in Thailand for many decades and have
been popular until present. Each year more and more new Thai folk songs are produced

an competition in This business might destroy some of its identity, such as the beauty of



(4)

168830

the language in the songs or the clearness of the singers’ voice. It is believed that in
the future, Thai folk songs still continue to exist in Thai society but there may be change
in some aspects as the world changes.

Recommendations

1. So that the languages of Thai folk songs can be grammatically
connect and contents of Thai folk songs are not against moral and Thai culture, the
ministry of Education, the Ministry of Culture or the Song Writer Association should
oversee and screen the contents of Thai folk songs before the songs, reach the public.

2. To conserve Thai folk songs, the government should boost the work
morale of those who create quality Thai folk sbngs. For example, they may be given an

award or Thai folk song contests should be held.



