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ABSTRACT
Title of Research Paper :  Factors Affecting the Students’ Decision-making on Taking Chinese
Courses: A Case Study of Educational Institutions and Language

Schools in Bangkok Metropolis

Author :  Miss Kanjana Phrommueang
Degree . Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The two objectives of the study were as follows: 1) to find out the decision-making on taking
Chinese courses of students in educational institutions and language schools in Bangkok Metropolis;
and 2) to identify the factors affecting their decision-making. The data were collected from the
students studying the Chinese language in the following educational institutions and language schools
- 1) Kasetsart University, 2) Kasembandit University, 3) Silom Language School (SLC), 4) Oriental
Knowledge and Language School (OKLS). The total sample was 200 students. A questionnaire was
used as the research tool. Percentage, mean and standard deviation were employed to describe the
data. The inferential statistics, i.e., t-test, F-test, and multiple comparison by means of Scheffe at the
0.05 level of significance ware applied to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summarized below.

1. The sample group consisted of more females than males. Most were 23-27 years old and
held a Bachelor’s degree. They were private firms’ employees and eamed a monthly salary of 13,001
baht or higher.

2. Regarding the basic knowledge and understanding about China, most of the samples had a
“good” knowledge of China in terms of geography, culture, social life, politics and economy.

3 As for the China’s role, the majority were found to give importance to it at a high level.
They gave most importance to Chinese culture, followed by the economic role and the political role,

respectively.
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4. Most of the samples had a “good” understanding of the Thai-Chinese FTA policy.

5. The factor that influenced their decision-making on studying the Chinese language most
was Their own desire, followed by the mass media, the family and the peer group.

6. When the hypotheses were tested, the background variables found to be significantly
related to their decision to take Chinese courses were age, education, educational institution or
language school, basic knowledge and understanding about China, giving importance to the China’s
role and understanding of the Thai-Chinese FTA policy. That is, the highest mean of decision-
making was found in the group of students aged 23-27. Next, the “highest” mean of decision-
making was found in the group of students with a Bachelor’s degree. Also, the higher mean of
decision-making was found in the group that studied Chinese in the language schools than in the
group that studied Chinese in the educational institutions. Those with more basic knowledge and
understanding of China had a “higher” mean of decision-making than those with less basic
knowledge and understanding of China. Further, those who gave more importance to China’s role
had a “higher” mean than their counterparts. Lastly, those who had a better understanding of the

Thai-Chinese FTA policy had a “higher” mean than those who had less understanding.

Recommendations

1. Implications for policy The Ministry of Education should promote, support and set the
standard for Chinese language schools so that all schools would have the same standard and quality.

2. The Ministry of Education should oversee the instruction of Chinese language schools, the
evaluation, and awarding of a certificate for those who have completed the program. It should also
control the quality of teachers in line with its standard.

3. Chinese language schools, the mass media and related agencies should cooperate in
spreading the basic knowledge of China so that school and university students will have more
knowledge about China and will see the importance of learning Chinese. This will build a good

attitude toward studying Chinese.



