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The study aimed to find out the economic, social, cultural changes in Ban Pak-
ing Tai Community and the impact’ on the community of the Mae Kong River Subregion
Economic Development Cooperation Project. The members of which are Thailand ,
Mynmar, The People's Democratic Republic of Laos, Vietnam , Cambodia and The
Republic of China. Strutured interview was conducted to collect the data from
community Leaders and 39 household representatives in Ban Pak-ing Tai Community,
Tambol Sri Donchai,Chiangkhong District, Chiangrai Province. Descriptive statistics, i.e.,
frequency and percentage were used to describe the data.

Ban Pak-ing Tai is a small community but its public utilities system is almost
complete. Most of the population are female (54.2%). About 51.5% are 15-39 years old.
All are Thai Yuan Lanna and are Buddhists. About 92.7% are educated at least primary
school . Each household has average 4.5 members. On average, there is one person
emigrating each year.

Most of the samples were in agriculture (89.7%) and earned 40,001-50,000 bath a
year.They had a dept of 20,001-30,000 baht. About 48.7% did not have their own land.
All of them had other assets, such as, electric fans and radios. The problem that they

encountered was lack of agricultural labor and additional occupation. On attitude toward
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Greater Mae Kong Subregion Economic Cooperation , All of the samples felt indifferent
when people from outside visited their community and felt gald when people join their
festivals. Most of them, or 92.3%, felt indifferent when people from outside came to
invest in their community and are welling to facilitate investors. They felt honored to
perform traditional shows for tourists to see. Most (94.9%) were satisfied with the way
tourists dressed themselves. Most of the samples, or 92.3%, did not perceive a good
side of the Project. All of them perceived project's negative impact on environment.
Changes in the community as a result of the Mae Kong Subregion Economic
Development Cooperation Project. All the samples did not have any information about
the project before. Explosion of islets and reefs in the Mae Kong river for shipping
brought about the following changes in the community: 1) Economy All the samples lost
their primary occupation ,i.e., fishing and they had to do plantation. Although it was
convenient to buy goods, they had more spendings. About 92.3% had lower income.
About 76.9% said that there was more unemployment. And all of the samples were in
dept due to occupational investment 2) Social life there was distant social relations.
They talked less frequently to their neighbors (53.8%) and the people in the same
community visited each other less often (71.8%). Regarding social and environmental
change in the community, most of the samples (89.7%) were more convenient in
transport. All said that sanitation because better, although there was more air pollution
due to fume and dust. About 74.4% said that there was not change in the hospitality in
term of helping to their neighbors. 3) Culture All said that in the houses there was
change from the use of kesoline to electricity for lighting. About 48.7% changed to
natural gas for cooking. As for eating, most of the sample (53.8%) ate more ready-made
food. About 10.3% said that in a few family some members were more have meals
before others. Regarding clothes, all of them dressed themselves in modern style.
Nearly all (94.9%) were more hold on to materialism in their living.
Impact on the Ban Pak-ing Tai Community of the Mae Kong Subregion

Economic Development Cooperation Project All the samples said that the project was
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good because it distributed prosper and help develop infrastructure, public utilities and
technology. They were more convenient to travel. They added that people in the
community had closer relations because they devoted themselves to social activities
and considered the community's benefit as the priority.

The bad effect on the community was that there was no economic security (no
security in occupation and income) because of the loss of fishing occupation. Also local
traditonals, customs and cultures were disappearing, resulting in the lack of identity and
pride in one's culture. Regarding natural resources and the environment, there were all
kinds of pollution water, noise and air pollution in the community. The river banks were
also eruded. The ecological system in the river lacked balance. The plants and water
animals became extinct. The water quality-was degraded. Ther was deforestation to
expand agricultural land. '

The researcher's suggestion on the Mae Kong Subregion Economic
Development Cooperation Project as follow:

1) In economic development, the impact on the community should be
considered especially natural resources and the environment that have been
occupational and cultural impact to people in the community.

2) Different sectors of the society should cooperate in setting the zones and the
forms of economic activities that suit the community’s potential. The deteriorated areas

in the community need to be rehabilitated.



