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ABSTRACT
Title of Research Paper : Role of Local Leaders in Natural Resource & Environmental
Conservation Management : A Case Study of Maechan

Watershed Area Chiangrai Province

Author :  Mr.Kawee Prasomphol
Degree . Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The study was aimed at (1) examining the role of local leaders in natural
resource and environment conservation management in the Mae Chan river area in
Chiangrai Province and (2) identifying the factors affecting their role. A questionnaire was
employed to collect the data from 130 local leaders. Percentage, frequency, mean,
standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One-way ANOVA) were used for data analysis.

The findings were summarized as follows :

1. General characteristics of the subjects Most of the subjects were
male. Most were 36-50 years of age. They were married and lived with their spouses.
Their education was not higher than elementary school. They were farmers and earned an
income of 2,001-3,000 baht a month. About half were village committee members. Most
lived in the area for more than 20 years. They had never been trained on natural resource
and environment conservation.

2. The subjects received news and information about natural resource and
environment conservation through different media at a moderate level. They learnt the
information from television and radio most.

3. The local leaders were recognized from community people at a high level

in every aspect and as a whole.
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4. Most of the subjects had a good knowledge and understanding about
natural resource and environment conservation.

5. The role of local readers in conserving natural resources and the
environment, as a whole and in every aspect, was found to be moderate. The role in
planning conservation management was found to be the greatest, followed by
implementation of the plan and follow-up and evaluation.

6. The factors affecting their conservation role were receiving news and
information about natural resource and environment conservation and recognition from local

people.
Recommendations

The role of local leaders should be supported in all aspects--conservation
management planning, implementation of the plan, and follow-up and evaluation in order to
have these local leaders coordinate between the public and the private sectors, to urge or
persuade people to participate more in conservation of natural resources and the
environment, and to be in charge of different conservation activities of the community.
Emphasis should be on developing the leadership of local leaders so that the will acquire a
practical knowledge, sacrifice themselves for the public, and have vision for development.
They will be good people’s representatives and development leaders that can bring

sustainable growth to the local area.



