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Title of research Paper : Awareness of the Garbage Problem of People along

the Bangyai Canal in Krathu District, Phuket Provice.

Author : Mrs. Tasanee Bunyapaluek
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year 1 2005

The three objectives of the study were (1) to examine the degree of
awareness of the garbage problem of people along the Bangyai canal; (2) to
indicate the factors related to their awareness of garbage problem, and (3) to
identify the problems and to seek some suggestions on how to solve the
garbage disposal problem.

A questionnaire was employed to collect the data from 120 people living
along the Bangyai canal in Krathu District, Phuket Province. The questionnaire
was composed of three parts: (1) presonal characteristics of the respondents;
(2) measurement of the awareness of garbage disposal, which covered three
dimensions : being aware that garbage caused water pollution in the Bangyai
canal, realizing the importance of preventing and solving the garbage problem,
and participating in the preventing and solving the garbage problem; and
(3) open-ended questions about the garbage disposal management, including
some suggestions on solving the garbage problem along the Bangyai canal.
The questionnaire was examined for its validity and tested for its reliability
(Alpha coefficient = .81). Percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to
describe the data, and t-test and one-way Analysis of Variance to test the
hypotheses.

The findings were summarized below.

1. Personal characteristics of the respondents. About 52.5 percent of the
respondents were female. The average age was 36.0. About 35.0% were
engaged in general employment. About 26.7% had a monthly income of 5,000 -
8,000 baht. About 24.2% finished elementary school (Prothom 4-6). About 36.7%
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lived along the Bangyai canal for more than 6 years. About 43.3% had their own
houses. About 45% lived in detached houses.

2. Awareness of the garbage problem. The people in the study were
aware of the garbage problem at a high level. The components of the
awareness could be ranked from the highest mean to the lowest as follows :
(1) realizing the importance of preventing and solving the garbage problem, (2)
being aware that garbage caused water pollution in the Bangyai canal, and
(3) participating in preventing and solving the garbage problem, respectively.

3. The factor significantly related to their awareness of the garbage
problem was education. That is those whose education was higher than
Matthayomsuksa 3 were more aware of the garbage problem than those whose
education was Matthayomsuksa 3 or lower.

4. From the open-ended questions, it was found that the most serious
problem of garbage disposal was the insufficient number of dustbins (44.0%).
What most of them suggested was to provide more dustbins for the communites
(36.0%). As for the prevention of the garbage problem, they suggested holding a
garbage selection campaign (38.0%)

For the effectiveness of garbage disposal, the following were
recommended: 1) The government agencies concerned, educational institutions
and the family institute. should educate children since they were in elementary
school to be aware of the importance of a correct way of garbage disposal - a
way that is friendly to the nature - especially garbage selection before throwing
it into dustbins. 2) The municipal agency should conduct a survey to find out
the need for dustbins. It should provide enough dustbins to meet the need of
people along the Bangyai canal. 3) The agency concerned should hold a
campaign about garbage disposal. Signs regarding garbage selection should be
posted at different places. A network of organizations dealing with environmental
conservation, such as the Bangyai Canal Conservation Club of Phuket People,
should be built.



