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The purpose of this thesis is to investicating the value of Thai traditional musical plays as
the literature for reading by studying the sources, literary elements, and composing techniques of
160 plays composed during the reigns of King Rama V to King Rama VIII.

The result of the study shows that there are two sources of Thai traditional musical
plays: the authors’ imagination and previously extant stories. The first one is related to writers’
society, imagination, and legend as exsisting in Thai dance drama. The second is form western
literature, opera, and cinema.

The studied literary elements of Thai traditional musical plays are plot, character, setting,
and theme. The study indicates that the plots are on romantic love, family and society problems, and
escape literature. The first was mostly composed and popular since it greatly brought emotion
pleasure. The prominent characteristics of characters are physical beauty, wisdom, and character.
The settings are important as they can infer character's emotion, feeling, and imagination as well as
reflect social life and culture in the time of the writers. There are four types of theme namely escape
literature, romantic love, patriotism and acceptance of society problems.

The composing techniques are title naming, the use of literary words, figures of
speech ,and assonace.

Literary elements and composing techniques of Thai traditional musical plays clearly
show that they are not the scripts for the performance only, but the valuable literature for reading
which mostly reflect the talent of the writers.
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