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CHUTIMA CHENAYOTIN : THAI ZONG COMMUNITY OF DONSAI, NAKHON
PATHOM PROVINCE : THE STUDY OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, A.D.1961-2006. AN
INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF. YONGYUTH CHUWAEN. 103 pp.

This research attempts to study the way of life of the Thai Zong community
of Donsai Village, it's history, adaptation, economic development as well as factors
which influence community changes between 1961-2006 A.D.

According to the research, it shows that before 1961, the Thai Zong community
of Donsai Village had maintained a simple, traditional, mostly subsistant way of life, and
the most important occupation in the community is rice -cultivation. From 1961, the
economic development of the community has changed because of several factors,
especially the National Economic Development Plan, 1%, 1961 which affects the
traditional way of living. The community began to change from producing agricultural
products as food into more commercial ones. They also diversified into cattle farming,
raising cow for milk and dairy products. So after 1961, it is a period of both
maintaining and changing the traditional way of life.

Since 1988, the Thai Zong community of Donsai Village has changed again
especially the occupations of people in the village, which resulted from their
adaptations to the market economic.

Among the changes, the most remarkable one was changing from rice-
growing farmers into cattle farming. Some villagers have become prawn-raising farmers,
daily-paid labors and merchants. Currently, there are only 10 families that still follow
their ancestors’ occupation. Not only the aspect of economic adaptation, but also the
adaptations in every aspect or life-stye, housing, social relation, cultures and traditions,
have also change. These are the changes and adaptations of the community which

reflect the acceptance of economic influence and some external ways of life.
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