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The objectives of this research are 1) to study the possibility of permanent

opening of Ban Pu Du Border Check-point; 2) to study problems, obstacles and

recommendations concerning the permanent opening of the check-point. It is a
qualitative study, collecting data from various documents, observation, and the in-
depth interviews of 18 key-informants; data obtained were later analysed by logical
context description with the help of descriptive statistic.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows:

1. There is a possibility of permanent opening of Ban Pu Du Border Check-
point whether considering from political/administrative, economic, security,
environment, social and cultural aspects.

2. Problems and obstacles found are in 2 areas: i.e., in trading and about the
permanent opening of the check-point. Trading problems consist of some laws and
regulations obstructing international trading including high taxes for some
commodities; in border permanent opening, Laos wants to have agreement on the
borderline before opening the border check-point permanently.

Among recommendations from the research are, for example, the government
should provide border trade facilities by revising some of the provincial regulations
presently impede the border trade. In addition, the local people should participate in
market-management with other organizations; basic facilities, such as, electricity and

pipe-water should be improved both quantitatively and qualitatively.



