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ABSTRACT

Title of Research Paper :  The Changing of Social Structure of Community aéérethgéegigh
of the Member Council of the Tambon Administrative Organization:
A Case Study of Pranom Prai Tambon Administrative Organization,

Pranom Prai District, Roi- Ed Province.

Author :  Mr. Prasert Vorakarnchanaboon
Degree . Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The study on “the Changing of Social Structure of Community after the Election of the
Member Council of the Tambon Administrative Organization: A Case Study of Pranom P;ai Tambon
Administrative Organization, Pranom Prai District, Roi- Ed Province” has its objectives to: 1) study
the social structure of Pranom Prai Community prior to the election of the member council of
Tambon Administrative Organization in 1997 2) to study the changing of social structure of Pranom
Prai community, which resulted from the election of the member of the Council of Tambon

Administrative Organization.

The study mainly used qualitative methodology, in which the key informants of the study
are a group of canvassers, a group of election candidates and a group of government officials in the
area, the community leaders, youth leaders and local people, totaling 14 people, by using in-depth
interviewing, participatory and non-participatory observation, as well as documentary research. The
data was analyzed by descriptive statistics; frequency, percentage, and by content analysis using

logical methods.
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Findings:

1) the social structure of Pranom Prai communities prior to 1997

Economic aspect. Most people work in the agricultural sector and partly freshwater fishery
since the Chi river flow through the Tambon. Most are poor.

Politic aspect. National politics have two competing political parties and local politics
have only the election of the heads of Tambon and villages. The national politics and local politics are
clearly distinct and the people have good relationships and no political fragmentation.

Social and cultural aspect. The relation among people are mostly kinship, consisting of 4-
5 families over generations. Every family has good relationships through marriage in the tambon.
There were few patron-client relationships. The people have mutual assistance and benefits, as well as
a reciprocal relationship.

2) The social structure of Tambon Pranom Prai community in the present (2005)

Economic aspect. People in Pranom Prai Tambon still work in the agricultural sector, with
a higher productivity due to the improvement of irrigation systems but there is a widening gap
between the rich and the poor.

Politics aspect . A patron-client system has emerged, with the support of the national-level
politicians while the local-level politicians are acting as canvassers for the national politicians. It is
also found that people polarized according to political affiliations.

Social and cultural aspect. There has been a change in community relationships. In the
kinship system, even though there was fragmentation during the local and national election period,
due to the fact that each group was acting as a canvasser for opposing politicians for economic and
political gain, after the election, these persons were able to integrate into the kinship system once
more. At the same time, in the patron-client system, canvassers who are totally controlled by national
and local politicians have emerged in each village due to the fact that there are owns available for
agriculture or household expenses. It was also found that there is fragmentation among people when
there are social, economic and political activities and events, so interaction among the people only

occurred from time to time.
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Recommendations: 1 6 9 1 6 1

1. Asalocal administration organization, Tambon Administrative Organization should
provide information, knowledge, and good political culture for people in the area, to create freedom
and good relationships with people.

2. There should be a rejuvenation of culture and traditional customs in order to enhance
good relationships amongst people, which is a factor enabling people’s solidarity. The Tambon
Administrative Organization should utilize civil society systems to build a network among people in

the tambon to create a strong community.



