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ABSTRACT
Title of Research Paper : Attitude of Students toward Drug Addiction Risk : A
Case of General and Extended Opportunity Secondary

Schools in Pisali District, Nakhornsawan Province

Author :  Mr. Jirapong Permkieattikul
Degree :  Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

Objectives of the study were (1) to reveal the students’ attitude toward drug
addiction risk; 2) to identify the factors influencing their attitude; and 3) to recommend
some way to solve the drug addiction among students.

The sample consisted of 269 students from six secondary schools and extended
opportunity secondary schools in Pisali District, Nakhornsawan Province. SPSS for
Windows was used to analyze the data. Frequency, percentage, mean, and standard
deviation were employed to describe the data, while t-test and F-test were used to test
the hypotheses.

Findings

General background of the subjects. More than half of the sample, or 56.1%
were female students and 43.9% were male ones. The majority, or 76.5%, were 12-15
years old. About 77.7% were in Mathayom 1-3. Nearly half of their fathers, or 469.1%,
were farmers. Also nearly half of their mothers, or 48.0%, were farmers. The average
in allowance per week was 267 baht.

The environmental factors were found to affect the students’ attitude toward
dfug addiction risk at a moderate level (X = 2.32). That is, the peer group influenced
then attitude at a high level (X = 2.41), followed by the family (X = 2.34), the
environment (X = 2.33) and the school (X = 2.16), respectively.

The students’ attitude toward drug addiction risk was found to be “moderate”.
The student agreed most with the statement that the students who had responsibility

had a low risk of drug addiction (X = 2.71). They agreed least with the statement that



(4)
the police patrol in the community would help decrease the expansion o:fl-dGrug }dgc:t;ion
(X =1.84).
The factors found to significantly affect the students’ attitude toward drug
addiction risk were gender, age, education and the environmental factors, which were
family, school, environment and peer group. On the contrary the allowance per week

was found to have no influence on their attitude.

Recommendations

1. In educating students about illegal drugs, emphasis should be on the harmful
effects on health and society so that the students will have a good understanding about
the dangers of narcotics.

2.School, mass media, and especially family should play an important role in
educating students about harmful effects of illegal drugs, particularly the drug addiction
risk.

3. As the peer group influences the students’ attitude toward drug addiction risk,
the parents should pay close attention to Their Children's choosing friends. They
should help prevent Their Children from being indulged in drugs or being persuaded to
try taking drugs. Also, because the parents is one of the important factors affecting the
students’ attitude toward drug addiction risk, the parents should create a worm family
with no quarrel and should look after then children with affection, giving them time and
advice so that the children will not turn to drugs. The family should do activities
together and create a good family relationship. Schools or government agehcies
concerned should hold activities for family members to do together on important day.
This can partly help prevent drug addiction among school students.

4. The environment is also another factor influencing the students’ attitude and
can make students become addicted to a drug. They may live near vice sources, in
slums or vicinities where illegal drug are widely sold or are cheap or are easy to buy.
Therefore the students’ environment, i.e., residence and school, should be developed
and made to be free from drugs by suppression. Drug problems in slums and places
where drug addiction is prevailing should be seriously solved.

6. The students themselves should be mentally developed. The school and the
family or the community should immunize them by cooperating with temples or monks to

hold activities that enable them to cherish good vaiues.



