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The purposes of the study were (1) to find out the opinion of the people at Ban Hin
Taek Village on the Mae Khum river conservation and development, and (2) to identify the
factors relsated to their opinion.The sample group consisted of 149 people living in Ban Hin
Taek village,Tambon Mae Salong, Mae Fa Luang District,Chiengrai Province.

The questionnaire for data collection consisted of 4 parts: (1) personal data of the
samples,i.e..sex ,age, education ,(2) knowledge.i.e..measurement of the samples’
knowledge and understanding of the Mae Khum river conversation and development. The
questions also concerned their receiving information about the Mae Khum river
conservation and development; (3) opinions about the Mae Khum river conservation and
development; and (4) open-ended question about the problems and suggestions on how to
conserve and develop the Mae Khum river successfully. The data were analyzed by using
percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, One-way analysis of varience,and Pearson's
Correlation.

The findings were summarized below.

1. Personal data about 53.0% of the sample were male. The average age was 36.59
years and about 63.1 were uneducated.

2. Knowledge and understanding Most of the samples, or 40.3%, had a moderate

knowledge and understanding about the Mea Khum river conservation and development.
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About 53% used to receive the information about it and the most important source of
news/information was the village meetings (54.2%). Most of the information concerned
problems and causes of the deterioration of Mae Khum river.

3. The factors significantly related to the opinion of the people at Ban Hin Taek on
the Mae Khum river conservation and development were receiving news/information about
it. Those who received news/information about it had a better attitude than those who did
not.

4. The answers to the open-ended questions revealed that most of the people said
that the problem was that people threw away garbage into the Mae Khum river (33.3%) and
that the people did not give importance to the river (33.1%).The most of them suggested
that there should be some activities to spread the knowledge about the Mae Khum river
reservation and the development (31.6%) and that there should be some penalty for those

who pollute the river.



