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The three objectives of the study were (1) to reveal the level of people’s
participation in forest conservation in the Mae Chan river area in Pa Tung Subdistrict,
Mae Chan District, Chiangrai Province ; (2) to indicate the factors affecting their
participation in forest conservation; and (3) to point out the problems and obstacles to
increasing their participation. A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 300
people living in the Mae Chan river area. The data were analyzed by using percentage,
mean, standard deviation, t-test, and F-test (One-Way ANOVA).

The findings were summed up below.

There were more female than male samples in this study. The average
age was 44.21. Most were married and lived with their spouses. Their education was
not higher than elementary school. They were farmers and earned not more than 3,000
baht a month. They lived in the area for 20 years. The majority were not members of
any committee or social group. They had never attended any training course on forest
conservation. Most received related news and information at a moderate level. They
did so through television most, followed by radio, talk with others, such as neighbors,
community leaders, government officials, including local broadcasting.

Most of the respondents had a good knowledge and understanding
about natural resource conservation.

The people’s participation in forest conservation was found to be

moderate, as a whole and in every aspect. The people participated most in carrying out
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conservation activities, followed by analysis and planning, and follow-up and evaluation,
respectively.

The factors found to significantly affect the people’s participation in forest
conservation were gender, age, primary occupation, income, number of residential
years in the area, and knowledge and understanding about forest conservation,

respectively.

Problems and obstacles to participation. People rarely participated in forest
conservation in every aspect. They still lacked a correct knowledge and understanding
about forest conservation. Some burnt forest land before cultivation and after harvest.
Apart from the lack of budget for operation, earnest cooperation from public
organization and people was also lacking. There were still a small number of activities.

Public relations was still not enough.

Recommendations

1. A clear policy and a clean action plan, including activities should be
set. There should be adequate budget and personnel to implement the policy and the
plan. An agency should be established to be responsible for administration and
management of forest conservation and to serve as a coordinator between the people
and agencies concerned. Forest conservation should be carried out continuously.

2. People should be encouraged to participate in conserving forests in
every aspect—whether to analyze the problems and to set a plan to solve them, to
implement the conservation projects, and to follow up and evaluate the outcome.

3. The local people should receive training to realize the importance of
forest, the destructive effects of deforestation and forest conservation. They should be
instilled a feeling of cherishing forests and persuaded to participate in forest
conservation through such media as TV, radio, community leaders, and local
broadcasting.

4. The local people should receive occupational training in order to

increase their income.



