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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio-
economic circumstance of farmers (2) source of knowledge and support from the
government officials (3) circumstance of marine shrimp culture adhering to good
aquaculture practices for marine shrimp farm (4) factors effecting upon marine shrimp
culture adhering to good aquaculture practices for marine shrimp farm (5) their
problems and suggestions for marine shrimp culture adhering to good aquaculture
practices for marine shrimp farm.

A number of 214 farmers, 140 sample groups through simple random
sampling by taking a draw were the research population who recently received GAP
certification during October 2009-September 2010. Instrument used for data
gathering was an interview. Statistics employed for data analysis were frequency,
percentage, minimum value, maximum value, standard deviation and multiple
regression analysis.

From the study, it was discovered as follows. (1) Most of the farmers
were male with the average age at 46.81 years. They were educated at primary level.
Their average experience in marine shrimp culture was 11.86 years. However, most
of them did not become any group member. Almost all of them ran white shrimp
culture. Mostly, their average area for marine shrimp culture was 16.79 rai. Their
average number of household labor and hired labor was 1.91 persons. Their average
income from marine shrimp culture was 100,035.71 baht from the average capital at
71,750 baht. Source of capital was mostly from their own while source of loan was
mostly from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. (2) Source of
knowledge was mostly learning from their ancestor, relatives as well as their
neighbors. While support from the government officials was at low level. (3) Most
of the farmers were found adhered to the 7 aspects of GAP standard. Their opinion
towards difficulty in overall practice was at medium level. (4) Factors effecting upon
marine shrimp culture adhering to good aquaculture practices were group membership
and capital in running marine shrimp culture. (5) The farmers encountered with
uncertainty of shrimp price and expensive shrimp food. They therefore, suggested
shrimp price be guaranteed and price of shrimp food be controlled not to be
overpriced.
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