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This research is aimed at a comparative study of responsive
capabilities of Thai political parties to the people during the period of the
first government of General Chartichai Choonhavan, in order to find out some .
important factors which are influential to them. This study focuses upon the
period of the first government of General Chartichai Choonhavan from August
4th, 1988 to December 8th, 1990 which include both the coalition government
parties, namely the Chart Thai Party and the Prachatipat Party, and the
opposition parties, namely the Prachakorn Thai Party and the Palang Dharm
Party. )

The writer uses the concepts as employed by Gabriel A. Almond, G,
. Bingham Powell, Jr., and T.B. Vaughn which explain that the political
capacities of a political party means the output functions of political
system which indlude the following items, namely, extractive capabilities,
regulative capabilities, distributive capabilities, symbolic capabilities,
and responsive capabilities. However, this study fucuses only upon the
. responsive capabilities of the people by studying four political parties,
. namely, Chart Thai Party, Prachatipat Party, Prachakorn Thai Party, and Palang
" Dharm Party. The hypothesis of this research is that the capabilities of a
political party in response to the people (dependent variables) result from
various factors (independent variables) which include the following
variables: (1) the backgrounds of the members of the House of Representatives
of each political party, (2) the organization of a political party, (3) the
number of the candidates of a political party which are elected, and (4) the
status of being a government party or an opposition party.

The method of research is both descriptive and analytical., The
descritive study includes books, research documents of Master's degree
theses, official documents of political parties, articles, and so on. The
analytical study is based mostly upon questionnaires and interviews. As for
questionnaire technique, 189 questionnaires were sent to the target
population, and 100 answers have been returned, which constitute 52.9 per cent
of the questionnaires. In analysis the data, the writer uses the computer
program of SPSSx by using average means (X) and percentage in order to find

out the distribution of the data and cross tobulation of chi-square.

Finally, the writer concludes that a future study on the same line
should be made to many other political parties which have not yet been
studied. It is also recommended that the govermment should set up a plan to
 develop Thai political parties. One important way is that a subsidy or £
financial assistance to all parties should be made in order to get rid of
personal financers which are influential of the parties. This will make a

Thai political party to become "institution", not "personal clique or faction".



