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Thesis title: The Wisdom about Gros Michel (Kluai Hom Thong) Plantations:

A Case Study of Thungkhawat Gardening Management’s Group,
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the history of Kluai Hom Thong banana
cultivation by members of Thungkhawat Gardening Management Group; (2) the local wisdom that the
group members use in banana production; (3) approaches for promoting and developing that wisdom;
and (4) future trends of the group’s business.

This was a qualitative research. The target group consisted of 5 knowledgeable people, 5
community leaders in Thungkhawat, 15 farmers in Thungkhawat, and 5 personnel of Chumphon
Provincial Cooperatives Department, for a total of 30. Data were collected from documentary
research, in-depth interviews and community observation. Data were analyzed through descriptive
analysis.

The results showed that: (1) As for the history of the Kluai Hom Thong banana variety,
botanically, it is a herbaceous annual with a pseudostem. It has been known for over 4,000 years and
is native to Southeast Asia. Kluai Hom Thong bananas are grown in almost every region of Thailand,
and the areas with the highest production in the southern region are Lamae, Lang Suan, and Phato
Districts in Chumphon Province and Tha Chana District in Surat Thani Province. The bananas produced
in Thungkhawat, Lamae District, Chumphon Province are the most well known in export markets. The
banana farmers in the area joined together on 12 July 1993 to establish the “Kluai Hom Thong
Group.” On 21 March 1995 the name was changed to “Thungkhawat Gardening Management Group.”
(2) The wisdom used by the group members consists of 1) planting wisdom and the steps of planting;
2) plantation management wisdom; 3) harvesting wisdom; 4) packaging and transportation wisdom; 5)
marketing wisdom; and 6) wisdom in making supplementary income by growing bananas. (3)
Approaches for promoting and developing banana production are to improve production quality by
improving irrigation management, developing the purchasing system, making compost, and training
farmers through seminars and model plantations to raise their quality standards. (4) The future trend
is for members of the Thungkhawat Gardening Management Group to expand their production area,
expand the group, expand their investments, increase their production volume and export volume,
expand their markets, and compete with other producers. The market trend is for banana prices to

rise.

Keywords: Banana planting wisdom, Kluai Hom Thong, farmer
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