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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the tradition and the rites
of traditional festival for Chaopu Srisuttho of Non Mueang Village in the Ban
Muang Sub-District of Ban Dung District in Udon Thani Province.

Qualitative method, unstructured interviews, participant and non-
participant observation were used in this research. Information was collected
from the chief of the village, village scholars, village elders, monks, the
leaders of ceremonies, ritual participants, and village general villagers.

The results of this research showed that (1) the traditional festival
for Chaopu Srisuttho of Non Mueang Village is held on the fifteenth day of
the waxing moon in the sixth month. It is the tradition that the villagers call
it the tradition of the sixth month. Worship is at the shrine of Chaopu
Srisuttho located in Khamchanot, which represents Chaopu Srisuttho. Non
Mueang Villagers come together praying for the prosperity of themselves and
their families. The purpose of the festival for Chaopu Srisuttho is to show
respect and faith in Chaopu Srisuttho, to sustain religion and local culture, and
to encourage love and unity in the community. The worship is started by
offering food to the monks and novices in the morning and before lunch.
Then, the festival for Chaopu Srisuttho: a dancing show for Chaopu Srisuttho,
making votive offerings, and lighting the rocket Bang Fai to present to Chaopu
Srisuttho all take place. This tradition has been carried out by the local
community for a long time, and it originates in the faith in Chaopu Srisuttho
who is Payanakkarat, or in appearance Payanak. (2) The festival rites for
Chaopu Srisuttho of the Non Mueang villagers, which continue up to the
present, comprise worship of Chaopu Srisuttho to assure glory for the villagers,
and making votive offerings after finishing the ritual worship. The villagers
may make votive offerings, hold a service and an ordination, show films, and
hold a local dancing show.

Keywords: Chaopu Srisuttho, Non Mueang Village, Tradition and Local Rite
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