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Researcher: PhraMaha Sunthorn Jaturapitsupap ; ID: 2508000045; Degree: Master of Political

Science (Politics and Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Thirapat Serirangsan, Professor;

(2) Dr. Senee Comsook, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2012

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) changes in the political culture of Karen
people in Kaen Makrut Sub-District, Ban Rai District, Uthai Thani; and (2) the relationship between the
political culture of Thai people of Karen Ancestry in Kaen Makrut Sub- District, Ban Rai District, Uthai
Thani, and politics in the democratic system.

This was a qualitative research based on participatory observation and interviews with a
group of 14 key informants, chosen through purposive sampling, consisting of: 4 elected leaders of
Kaen Makrut Sub-District (the present or former village chiefs [kamnan] or village headmen
[pooyaiban] of the 4 villages), 2 teachers of Karen ancestry, 2 Buddhist monks of Karen ancestry, a
local wise person, 3 community leaders, and 2 local residents. Data were collected using an interview
form and analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) Originally, the political culture of the Karen was to be
followers, with no innovative ideas about developing politics. This political culture changed after the
Thai bureaucratic system came into their villages. They learned about local and national elections and
gained an understanding of politics, elections, and their rights to participate in politics. This caused the
level of participation of the communities to rise. (2) The Karen of Kaen Makrut Sub-District used the
democratic concept of majority vote in making decisions in their communities. They set up committees
to decide on various matters and accept the decision of the majority. They participate in democratic
government by participating in local and national elections. A representative of the community was

elected to serve on the Kaen Makrut Tambol Administrative Organization Council.

Keywords: Changes, Political culture, Thai people of Karen ancestry, Kaen Makrut Sub-District,

Uthai Thani Province
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