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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the process used by the
recruitment subcommittee to recruit members of the Phang Nga Province Election
Committee; (2) the process of recruiting the recruitment subcommittee according to
the 1998 rules of the Election Commission of Thailand on provincial election
committees and provincial election directors, issued under the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research and in-
depth interviews with 5 groups of key informants, totaling 18 persons, consisting of:
(1) members of the recruitment subcommittee to recruit members for the Phang Nga
Province Election Committee; (2) nominees for the Phang Nga Province Election
Committee; (3) nominees who were not selected to be members of the Phang Nga
Province Election Committee; (4) former members of the previous Phang Nga
Province Election Committee; (5) operations-level officials concerned with the
recruitment of the Phang Nga Province Election Committee. Data were analyzed
using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that: (1) Some of the key informants interviewed
thought that all the steps in the recruitment process were correct and transparent, but
others had concerns about some aspects of the process, such as the involvement of
large numbers of bureaucrats from several agencies and the fact there was little public
relations work, so few individuals came in to nominate themselves. (2) There were
some problems with the recruitment of the recruitment subcommittee, namely a
paucity of public participation because the process was dominated by civil servants,
especially the provincial governor. The strong points of the process were that it was
transparent, different professions were well represented on the subcommittee, and all
the steps of the process were well publicized. The weak points were that the
subcommittee members were named in advance by the Election Commission of
Thailand (ECT) under relevant law. (3) The recommendations are that the ECT or its
representative should take a part in the recruitment for greater transparency and
accountability, that the public should have more participation in the step of recruiting
members of the recruitment subcommittee, and that the proportion of representatives
of the public should be increased in every step of the process.

Keywords: Process, Recruitment, Provincial Election Committee,
Phang Nga Province
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