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ABSTRACT
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The Study aimed to (1) find out the A-kha Hilltribe people’s participation
in forest conservation in the Mae Chan River Area in Chiangrai Province, (2) identify the
factors affecting their participation in forest conservation, and (3) point out their problem
in participating in forest conservation. A questionnaire was used to collect the data
from 270 A-kha hilltribe people in the Mae Chan river area, Mae Salong Nok
Subdistrict, Mae Fa Luang District, Chiangrai Province. Percentage, frequency, mean,
standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One — way NOVA) were used to analyze the data.

The findings were summarized below.

The male respondents outnumbered the female ones. They were not
more than 30 years old. They were married and lived with their spouses. Their
education was not beyond elementary school. The majority were farmers and had an
income of not more than 3,000 baht a month. They lived in the area for more than 10
years. They had never been members of any committee or social group. More than
half had never been trained on forest conservation.

The respondents received related news and information at a moderate
level, through television most, followed by talking to others such as neighbors/community
leaders, local broadcasting, government officials, and newspapers, respectively.

Also, the respondents had a good knowledge and understanding about

natural resource conservation.
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The participated in forest conservation at a moderate level in every
aspect and as a whole. In fact, they participated most in carrying out conservation
activities, followed by following up and evaluating the out come, and anélysis and
planning, respectively.

The factors significantly related to their participation in forest
conservation were sex, age, education, primary occupation, income, number of
residential years in the area, getting information about forest conservation, and
knowledge and understanding about it.

Problems and obstacles A-kha hilltribe people did not understand the
concept of forest conservation. Many still went into the forest to find things, did slash
and — burn cultivation or burnt some forest land before cultivation and after harvest.
There was still lack of cooperation from different agencies and A-kha hilltribe people.

The A:kha hardly had an opportunity to participate in planning and evaluation.
Recommendations

1. The public and the private organizations should support the A-kha
hilltribe  people have an opportunity to receive education and to develop their
occupational skills. They should find some way to use forest sustainably. The A-kha
people should be given knowledge about how to conserve forests and made realize the
importance of forests and destructive effects of deforestation and slash-and-burn
cultivation. The conservation approach, however, must not be in contrast with their way
of life.

2. Participation from all parties — the public sector and the private sector,
especially the A-kha people in the area should be sought in analyzing the problems,
planning conservation activities, and finding some solutions. Conservation activities
should be held continuously and following up and evaluating the outcome should be
seriously and continuously made. Especially, all parties concerned should cooperate in
preventing forest fires and keeping watch so that no one can do anything that adversely

affects the forest.



