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The study was conducted to find out the factors contributing to repeated
wrong-doings of the prisoners in the drug cases at the Central Prison in Chiangrai Province.
A questionnaire was employed to gather the data form 102 prisoners there. The data were
then analyzed by using percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and F- test.

General background information. Most of the prisoners in the study were
male. The average age was 34.78. Most were of Thai nationality and were Buddhists.
More than half were single. Also, most finished secondax;' school. In fact, the percentage
of those who had education was more or less the same as the percentage of those
who had no education. The occupation that they were engaged in before being imprisoned
for the first time was general employment. The income was lower than 5,000 baht.

The relationship with the parents before they were imprisoned for the first
time was found to be smooth. Nearly half had close intimacy with their parents. Also, the
relationship with other family members were good. Half of them were taught to do good.

Social factors. Some family members were involved in illegal drugs before
the prisoners were imprisoned. More than half of the prisoners were imprisoned because
they were involved with amphetamineé. Most were less than 30 years old when they were

sentenced.
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Before they were first arrested, most were involved in amphetamine.
There were many reasons for this. They were addicted to drugs because they lived in the
community where drugs were widespread, or because their friends persuaded them to try
on some drugs or because they had a family problem. Some sold drugs for economic
reasons. Some took drugs so that they could work more than normal. Regarding what the
prisoners did after they were set free, half of them resumed the same work.

The factors rotated to repeated wrong - doings of the prisoners were
relationship between the prisoner and the parents, raising method and relationship of family
members, respectively.

The factors that had on relationship with repeated wrong doings of the
prisoners were age, marital status, education, occupation before imprisonment, average
monthly income, relationship within the family, marital status of the parents before
imprisonment, residential environment, having a family member or acquaintance indulged
in drugs.

Recommendations :

1. The government should give importance to family institution more than
ever. All government agencies should participated in promoting a good relationship in the
family.

2. The Ministry of Social Development and Human Security should
coordinate with the Correction Department in finding some ways to enable the prisoners
who completed their terms — especially those who were convicted of drug in comment -
return to their families witha warm welcome.

3. The family institution, especially the parents and the family members,

should give importance to the love and support bringing-up method.



