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It has long been realized that the one who has English language skills
possesses the magic tools. Several previous survey, however, indicated that our
adolescents showed less interest in reading English materiais. This experimental study
aimed at investigating the effects of two persuasive techniques, that is, self-persuasion
and message persuasion on intention to learn English Language in junior high
schoolers.

There were three major objectives. First, to examine the effects of self-
persuasion and message persuasion on intention to learn English language in junior
high school students and in what types of students. Second, to examine the interaction
effects between psychological characteristics, as well as, situational factors, and the two
persuasion techniques on intention to learn English tanguage. Third, to search for
important predictors of the intention to learn English language. Theory of Reasoned
Action (Ajzen & Fishbein, 1981) was employed in addressing many important variables
in this study. Moreover, other important variables were from many theories, such as,
Psychological Theory of Moral and Work Behavior, and Social Learning Theory.

Post test only with control group design was used in this study. The sample were
8" grade students from 4 high schools in Bangkok, with the total of 397. Of these
number, there were 177 males and 220 females with the average age of 14 years. They
were randomly assigned into 4 experimental groups according to 2x2 factorial design as

follows. The first group were in condition with both types of persuasion. The second
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group were in persuasive message condition. The third group were in self-persuasive
condition. The last group was a control group. After that, ali students were asked to filled
out manipulation check form, and other questionnaires. This experiment was conducted
within one class session.

There were 4 groups of variables in this study. First, manipulation variables with
2x2 factorial design, consisted of self-persuasion and message persuasion. Second,
situaﬁonal factors consisted of 3 variables: exposure to English usage, loved and
reasoned oriented child rearing practice, and good models from significant others in
acquiring English language skills. Third, psychological characteristics consisted of 4
variables: need for achievement, future orientation and self-control, belief in internal
locus of control of reinforcement, and mental health. The last group was intention to
learn English language, consisted of favorable attitude toward reading English materials,
and readiness to read English materials. In addition, biosocial background variables of
the students were assessed and use for classifying subsamples, for data analysis.

There were 9 questionnaires in this study which four of them were constructed
by the researcher. Questionnaires were tried out to similar group of samples. The items
from each questionnaire were carefully selected with statistical criteria. Rang of reliability
for each questionnaire was between .69 to .85, expect future orientation and self-control
questionnaire (.45).

Four hypotheses were tested by two statistical approaches. First Analysis of
Variance, especially three-way type, with Scheffe’ as pos hoc test. Second, Muitiple
Regression Analysis in terms of standard and stepwise. The data were analyzed in total
sample and subsamples. In conclusion, The first hypothesis was fully supported, and
the rest was partially supported.

There were 5 important research findings from this study. First, it was found that
students in persuasive message condition reported more favorable attitude toward
reading English materials than their counterparts. This result was found in total samples
and other 9 subgroups. Furthermore, students in persuasive message condition

reported more readiness to read English materials than their opposites. This result was
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especially in 2 groups of students who reported high loved and reasoned oriented child
rearing practice. First, two subgroups of students who also in self-persuasion condition :
total sample and students who took extra English class. Second, three subgroups of
students who were not in self-persuasion condition : total sample, younger students, and
students who took extra English class.

Secondly, students in self-persuasion condition had more favorable attitude
toward reading English materials that their counterparts. This result was found especially
in three subgroups of students receiving more money to school and also read
persuasive message: the one with high loved and reasoned oriented child rearing
practice, the ones with more innovative acceptance, and the ones with high belief in
internal locus of control of reinforcement. Furthermore, students in self-persuasion
condition had more readiness to read English materials that their opposites. This result
was found in three subsamples. First, two groups of students in persuasive message
condition : females, and the ones of high belief in internal locus of control of
reinforcement with low educated mother. Second, two subgroups of students not in
persuasive message condition, at the same time perceiving high loved and reasoned
oriented child rearing practice: total samples and younger students. Third, two
subgroups of students who reported less good models from significant others in
acquiring English language skills : later born students and students who took extra
English class.

Third, it was found students were in both persuasive conditions reported more
favorable attitude toward reading English materials than the ones in control group. This
result was found the both male and female students.

Fourth, it was found all 7 psychological characteristics and situational factors
could predict 1) favorable attitude toward reading English materials with 38.4% in total
sample, and with the highest predictive percentage of 49.5% in high GPA students.
According to experimental groups, the highest predictive percentage of 48.6% was
found in group of students who received only persuasive message. 2) readiness to

read English materials with 42.9% in total sample, and with the highest predictive



