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The survey was conducted for three major objectives : 1) to examine the level of community
people’s participation in taking care of elderly people in Rangsit Housing Community in Thanyaburi
District, Pathumthani Province; 2) to identify the factors affecting their participation in taking care of
elderly people; and 3) to find out the problems of and suggestions on the participation.

The data were collected from four groups of people living in Rangsit Housing Community in
Thanyaburi District, Pathumthani Province. These groups were household heads, housewives,
community committee members and people in general. The total sample was 200. The
questionnaires were distributed to the samples during May, 2005. Frequency, mean, standard
deviation, t-test and F-test were used to analyze the data. The level of statistical significance was set

at the 0.05.

The findings were summarized below.

1. Most of the respondents were females. They were 41-50 years of age. They were married
and completed primary education. They were small traders and their income was 5,001-10,000 baht a
month. They had lived in the community for more than 15 years. They were not community leaders.
They got information concerning the elderly from the broadcasting tower of the community. They

had a “good” knowledge and understanding about the elderly.
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2. As a whole, the people in Rangsit Housing Community participated in taking care of the
elderly at a low level. All the aspects considered were also found to be at a low level. The highest
mean belonged to participation in gaining benefits, followed by participation in decision-making,
participation in taking action, and participation in evaluation, respectively.

3. The factors found to be significantly related to their participation in looking after the
elderly in the community were age, number of residential years, social position, and receiving
information concerning the elderly. On the contrary, six factors found to have no impact on their
participation in this activity were sex, marital status, education, occupation, income and knowledge

and understanding about the elderly.

Recommendations .

1. The community should provide the elderly with opportunities and should realize the
importance of people who are growing old and of those who live in the community for a long time.
These two groups had a good potential to implement a project that supports the elderly. People of
different ages should be encouraged to join together to help look after the elderly in the community.

2. The community committee should earnestly do something for the elderly. It should seek
cooperation from all parties in and outside the community through public relations. Also, it should
provide enough fund/budget for this purpose. Moreover, it should not be dominated by politics.
Besides, it should urge people to realize the value or importance of the elderly and to take care of all
elderly people so that they will have a better quality of life.

3. The community must systematically collect the data about the elderly in the community
and must always update the information. This will facilitate their planning to give assistance to the
elderly. Different public agencies and private organizations concerned, including people of all ages

should be persuaded to help look after the elderly consistently and continuously.





