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the Disabled
Author : Miss Kanyawan Pinngern
- Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

The objectives of this research are to study (1) Buddhist monks’ opinions on
. development roles for the disabled; and (2) the factors that are related to their attitudes towards
this role. The subjects of this study were 200 monks who were junior and senior students of
Maha Chulalongkorn Rajavidyalaya University. A questionnaire was employed for data
. collection. Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data

and t-test, F-test to test the hypotheses.

The findings were briefly stated as follow :

1. Buddhist monks’ opinions on development roles for the disabled are highly agreed to
have individual or organization help support and also help improve capacity of the disabled. The
second aspect is there should be individual or organization to help provide proper environment. In
addition, the necessity to be supported both physically and mentally and the pattém to improve
capacity of the disabled regarded as usual or unusual in society are also agreed.

2. Opinions on the role of Buddhist monks are mostly agreed in all respects; namely,
Buddhist monks to help the disabled in improving social, and educational capacities; Buddhist
monks to contribute support to the disabled physically and mentally; Buddhist monks’ roles in
providing potential medication, occupation and surroundings for the disabled.

3. It can be hypothesized that the only factor that has an effect on the opinions given is
the working experiences with the disabled. The important péint is that Buddhist monks who have

no experience of this kind agree to the development role in higher levels than the experienced



)
ones. While the other given factors namely age, years in the holy orders, years of ordination,
Jevels of Dharma education (Pali), knowledge about the disabled, relationship, readiness and

support given are factors that are not affected their opinion.

Recommendations :

1. Relevant government organizations should have the concrete and outstanding policy to
support the development role of Buddhist manks for the disabled in both implementing the policy
and making contribution to the monk organization to provide the infra-structural facilities and
supplies.

2. Buddhist monk organizations should educate monks not only about Dharma but also
psychology. This will make them well-prepared to support the disabled. Moreover, there should
be places provided at the temples or the monasterigs for the disabled to practice meditation, which

is another way to help encourage the disabled.





