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Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2005

This research comprises the following objectives, i.e., 1) to study the origin of

silk route; 2) to study factors relating to Isan silk diffusion; 3) to study the importance

of silk functioning in relation to Isan people’s life.

There are two target groups for this study, the first one is the Isan historians
and silk knowledgeable persons; the second group comprises villagers in the
designated areas; i.e., in Chonabot, Wangyai, Pol, Nongsonghong and Maljakiri
Districts, Khon Kaen Province, altogether 21 persons as key-informants. The
important tool for for data collection is the in-depth interview technique; data analysis
is done with logical context description and descriptives statistics. T

Results of the study can be summarized as follows:

1. Origins of silk route to Khon Kaen Province were varied. The researcher,
however, selects only the ones clearly backed up by documents and evidences, i.e.,
the routes of migrants from Champasak in Laos vir Ubon Ratchathani, Roi-et, and
later to Ban Pai and Chonanbot Districts in Khon Kaen Province.

2. Factors relating to silk diffustion are:

Internal factors: people migration, silk producers transmitted knowledge
directly, kin relations study-tour in other areas and the learning of those receivers.

External factors: socio-economic change, better communication facilities, arts
and craft development projects and the likes, Royal Institute, customers, promoted
organization, and others.

3. The importance of silk activities can be said to be imperative function for
Isan people’s way of life, from birth to death, i.e., for body wearing for socialization,
for marriage as well as religions rites and rituals, for economic-creating jobs, family
income including up-grading women’s status closer to that of men.

Important recommendations emerged, among others, are community’s
potentials should be improved to be a source of silk knowledge and practicality with
more research about all silk activities and knowledge as a major identity of Khon
Kaen Province.





