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Title of Research Paper . Factors related to the Japanese Cartoon Reading

Behavior of Secondary School Students

Author :  Miss Anyarat Pamaranon
Degree . Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year ;2005

The three major objectives of the study were (1) to learn about the Japanese cartoon reading
behavior of secondary school students , (2) to identify the factors related to their Japanese cartoon
reading behavior , and (3) to find out such reading behavior of the high risk group in order to make
some recommendations to correct their reading behavior.

The framework of the study included the Japanese cartoon reading behavior of secondary
school students as the dependent variable and the following as the independent variables : future-
oriented self-control , love and support bringing-up and peer imitation. The background variables
were moderating variables.

A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 400 secondary school students selected
by stratified quota sampling. Frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, correlation and
three ways analysis of variance were employed for data analysis.

The findings were summarized below :

1. Of the 400 students in the sample, the female students outnumbered the male ones.
Most of them were in Mathayomsuksa 2, followed by Mathayomsuksa 3 and Mathayomsuksa 1,
respectively. In the semester before the study was conducted, the majority, or 40.3% had a GPA
between 2.01-3.00. They received an allowance of less than 60 baht per day. Their parents were

self-employed and the household income was high.
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The secondary school students were found to read Japanese cartoons at a moderate
level (X = 16.22 out of 32) the social factor that had the highest mean was future-oriented self-control,
followed by love and support bringing-up, and peer imitation.(X = 5.01,4.86 and 4.33 out of 6, respectively)

2. As a whole, the social factor significantly related to the secondary school students’
Japanese cartoon reading behavior was peer imitation . This relationship was also found in the seven
subgroups,i.e., the Mathayomsuksa 3 group, the moderate GPA group, the high-income group, the
group of students whose mothers had a salary, the high GPA group, the small-allowance group, and
the female students group. Regarding other social factors, it was found that future-oriented self-
control was significantly related to the Japanese cartoon reading behavior of the two subgroup , that is , the
female student group and the group of students whose fathers were self-employed. The love and
support bringing-up was significantly related to the Japanese cartoon reading behavior of the
two subgroups, that is , the high GPA group and the female student group. The high risk group was
the students in Mathayomsuksa 3. These students’ reading behavior urgently needed correction.

The following were recommended to enable secondary school students to know how to choose
Japanese cartoons to read.

1. The parents should guide their children about how to choose friends. They should
find some activities for them to spend their free time productivity, so that they will not be indulged
in reading Japanese cartoons

2. The teachers should inform them of the harmful effects of choosing the bad
Japanese cartoons to read.

3. The librarians should purchase only good Japanese cartoons for library so that

the students will have only a collection of good Japanese cartoons to read.



