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The purpose of the study was twofold : 1) to examine the Tactic for encourage

community people to participate in revitalization and conservation of canals and ditches and 2) to
find out the people’s participation in the community revitalization and conservation of canal.

There were two sample groups in the study. The first group consisted of 17 key
informants and the second group consisted of 84 people in the community. In-depth interview
was used for the first group, and the second group was interviewed by usihg an interview
questionnaire

The findings were briefly stated as follows :

The tactic for encouraging community people to participate in revitalizing and
developing the Wat Klang Canal as used by the community leader was utilizing social capital by
promoting people’s participation. In doing as, forums ware held to create a good tie with the
canal. The elderly people in the community ware incited to relate the role and the condition of
the canal in the past. The tactics to promote the participation from the Wat Klang community in
each of the two ages were as follows.

In the first age, people were encouraged to join together in order to develop the quality of
life of the community. They joined together to set up a committee to be able to be registered as a
legal community. This was led by Police Lieutenant Major Wiroj Rattanaphanya. In this age ,
the public utilities, such as roads electricity and tap water, were introduced into the community
so that they would have a better living condition. The second age was the current age which was
led by Aruk Yongkirakulpong. The new committee focused mainly on social and environmental

development. The canal and ditches were revitalized and the garbage problem in the community
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development. The canal and ditches ere revitalized and the garbage problem in the community
was successfully solved by making the people feel that they were the owners of the community.
They also produced EM and threw it into the canal to make it clean.

The evidence of success in solving the garbage problem of the Wat Klang community
could be seen from its garbage bank which now become a model of the garbage bank. People
could collect from the canal 21 tons of garbage which had been accumulated for decades. It could
make canal water clean and fish could live there again. Therefore, the Wat Klang canal could
serve as a good example of the canal looked after well by the community people.

The important support factors were :

1) Vision of the community leaser and the community committee.

2) The government agencies concemed, which gave equipment and personnel support.

3) Religions, i.e. Buddhism and Islam, which enable people of different religions to live

together in harmony

4) Private organizations, which supported the people to learn local wisdom, that is,

producing EM to revitalize the water canal and to use in households.

5) Outside communities, which served as a model in developing methods and

techniques to treat polluted water in the canal.

6) The press, which spread the news about the operation of the Wat Klang Community,

to the public, this making it to be a place where public agencies and education tour.

Recommendations

1. The district office should give the community not only financial support but also
support in solving the community problems, such as the environments, crime, drugs, with focus
on the people’s participation.

2. The methods of treating polluted water by using local wisdom (producing EM) and
disposal of garbage both fresh and dry by recycling should be publicized.

3. The district office should revise its work system so that the community can participate
in the activities for solving the environmental problem more than ever. For example, the officers

may visit them on weekend or in the evening.



