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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the concept, theory, background and the fundamental
principles of rights and freedoms of aliens who work in Thailand. It focuses on legal measures
concerning permission to work for regular migrants at domestic and international levels. Further,
it also focuses on Thailand’s international obligations on trade and services, particularly in
relation to an employment of migrant workers.

The study found that some provisions under the Working Alien Act B.E. 2551 are not
sufficient enough for a permission procedure for regular migrants and it results in obstacles in
enforcement of this Act. In addition, the problems are problem in definition of the term “work”,
problem on the list of work that allows aliens to do in compliance with free trade and services,
problem on informing types of work in which necessary and urgent, problem on permission for
aliens to work in Thailand under the laws on investment promotion, and problem on controlling
measures of work permit.

As a result, this thesis has suggested prospects to solve the above mentioned issues
e.g. the provision under the Working Alien Act B.E. 2551 should be amended as follows: the
definition of the term “work” under Section 5 should be defined in accordance with the purpose of
the Act, Section 7 should be reviewed in order to meet international’s standards and Thailand’s
obligations on free trade and services, Section 9 in the matter of an explicit definition on types of
necessary and urgent work, Section 10 to prevent aliens with prohibited qualification to work in
necessary and urgent work and Section 53 to improve the sanctions in accordance with period of

the extension of work permit under Section 22. This includes the amendment on the fee rates on



the extension of work permit for regular migrants under the laws on investment promotion or
other laws attached with these acts. Furthermore, it is suggested to add measures to assign a duty
for the employers to notify the registrar when the contract is ended and for aliens to return the
work permit if they no longer wish to work in Thailand. These recommendations will increase the
effectiveness in the Government’s policy management and in controlling measures in relation to

regular migrants in Thailand.



