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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study the developmental dynamics of
decentralized decision-making of local actors in planning and authorizing Kaeng Sua Ten
Dam Project in Sa-iab sub-district, Song district, Phrae province, Thailand during a period of
36 years (1977-2013), and to analyze the developmental factors and obstacles that
affected the decentralized decision-making progress. This study was conducted using
qualitative methods including documentary study, in-depth interviews and content
analysis. Key findings of the study were as follows. 1) Local actors had the developmental
dynamics of decentralized decision-making in the Kaeng Sua Ten Dam Project. Their role
had gradually changed from a marginalized group to a joint decision-maker. However, the
local actors still could not become a decision maker together with the public actor at the
final stage. 2) The developmental factors were the competence of local actors in fighting
for their rights in risk management relevant to ways of life and ecosystem, including the
management of local knowledge and right awareness of people who were negatively
affected by the project; the reform of policy and laws that encouraged decentralized
decision-making for local actors; and the tendency of a joint decision making between
local actors and public actors. 3) The key obstacle was a lack of support from the

government in decentralized decision-making.

Keywords : modern decentralization, decentralized decision-making, local actors, large

scale dam project
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