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This research study aimed at examining the integration of family, educational institute,
and psychological characteristics of intention to take responsibility for future family in
undergraduate male students. There were 4 important research objectives. First, to examine the
influence of situational factors on intention to take responsibility for future family. Second, to
study the relations between psychological characteristics and the intention to take responsibility
for future family. Third, to investigate the interactional effects among situational and
psychological characteristics on intention to take responsibility for future family. Finally, to
pinpoint some at risk groups of students who reported less intention to take responsibility for
future family and their protective factors.

The conceptual framework of this study was based on the Interactionism Model. Most
independent variables in this study derived from many important theories, such as, The
psychological Theory of Moral and Work Behaviors, and Theory of Reasoned Action. Samples of
this study were undergraduate male students from 3 universities with total of 420.

There were 5 groups of variables in this correlation-comparative study. First group of
variables was intention to take responsibility for future family, consisting of 2 variables, favorable
attitudes toward taking responsibility for future family, and readiness for taking responsibility for
future family. Second group of variables was psychological traits, consisting of 5 variables, belief
in internal locus of control of reinforcement, favorable attitudes toward father, mental health, Ego
identity, and Buddhist life style. Third group of variables was situational factors, consisting of 5

variables, perceiving good examples from father, magnitude of social-behavioral science lecarning
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experience, relationship between parents and student, loved and reasoned child rearing practice,
and peer influence. Fourth group of variables was a present psychological and behavior,
consisting of 2 variables, awareness on taking responsibility for future family, and present
responsibility at home. Final group of variables was biosocial background of students.

Most questionnaires in this study were summated rating scales. Questionnaires were tried
out with similar group of samples. Items on questionnaires were carefully selected by two
statistical criterions. Range of reliability for each questionnaire was between .74 to .89 .

Based on Interactionism Model, 5 hypotheses were set. Two statistical approaches were
employed to test the hypotheses. First approach was Three Way Analysis of Variance with post
hoc test of Scheffe’. Second approach was Multiple Regression Analysis in terms of standard to
test the hypotheses, and in terms of stepwise to find important predictors for further implications.
Data were analyzed both in total sample and other 28 subgroups divided by their biosocial and
background variables. It was found that hypotheses 1 and 2 were partially supported, and
hypotheses 3, 4 and 5 were fully supported.

There are 4 major research findings.

First, it was found that students who were high belief in internal locus of control of
reinforcement or high Ego identity, reported more awareness on taking responsibility for future
family, more present resi)onsibility at home, and more favorable attitudes toward taking
responsibility for future family. This result was found in total sample. Moreover, the students who
were high belief in internal locus of control of reinforcement, or had good mental health, or high
Ego identity, reported more readiness for taking responsibility for future family. These results
were especially found in students with mother in other occupations, and students with single
house-work duty.

Second, It was found that students who were high loved and reasoned child rearing
practice, or low peer influence, or had good relationship between parents and student, reported
more awareness on taking responsibility for future family, more favorable attitudes toward taking
responsibility for future family, and more readiness for taking responsibility for future family than
their counterparts. These results were found in total sample.

Third, all 12 variables consisting of 5 psychological characteristics, 5 situational factors,

and 2 psychological states, ¢ ould account for 1) favorable attitudes toward taking responsibility
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for future family in total sample with 42.5%, and with the highest predictive percentage of 56.2%
in students with cohabitation experience. The important predictors in order were awareness on
taking responsibility for future family, peer influence, present responsibility at home, belief in
internal locus of control of reinforcement, loved and reasoned child rearing practice, and
relationship between parents and student. 2) readiness for taking responsibility for future family in
total sample with 42.2%, and with the highest predictive percentage of 57.3% in students with
more siblings. The important predictors in order were awareness on taking responsibility for
future family, peer influence, present responsibility at home, perceiving good examples from
father, and Buddhist life style.

Finally, the findings had pinpoint four at-risk groups of undergraduate male students with
less favorable attitudes toward taking responsibility for future family, readiness for taking
responsibility for future family, they were, (1) low GPA students (2) high SES students with
cohabitation experience (3) later born students with high educated father, and (4) first born
students with low educated father.

Based on the findings in this study, two recommendations for practice were as follows.

First, in order to improve intention to take responsibility for future family for general
undergraduate male students, as well as, for the 4 at-risk groups mentioned above, these students
should be trained to heightened awareness on taking responsibility for future family. Moreover,
these students should be given some house-work responsibilities. Controlling and teaching them
to receive appropriate peer influence is another means to enhance the desirable intention.

Finally, family has great impact to increase favorable attitudes toward take responsibility
for future family, and readiness for taking responsibility for future family. In order to improve
these two desirable psychological characteristics, parents should rest their sons with love and
reasons, as well as, creating good relationship between their sons. Furthermore, father should be a
good model on taking care of family.

Three recommendations for future study were as follows.

First, longitudinal study should be conducted to follow up study the development of
taking responsibility for future family behaviors in Thai male youths.

Second, based on the findings from this study, experimental evaluative study should be

conducted to test psychological and situation- training modules before widely implemented.
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Finally, another statistical approach that should be employed in order to provide big

picture of this correlational-comparative study is Path Analysis.



