
 ���������	
��	 
�
���	
��	
����                                                                                                                                      ���	
������/ � 
��� ����	�
���
���������
����
������������������� : � 
!�"#�
������$�"��%"�&#����'���	�	(����&�����$���)�	�����
�( 
HAPPINESS OR SUFFERING AFTER MIGRATING FROM THAILAND TO LIVE IN ANOTHER 
COUNTRY: A STUDY OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OF THAI WOMEN IN GERMANY.  
 %�*� �+�)#�!� 5036896 SHMS/M  ��.
.(�&�"
������
���.	���/)��0��1���)  "1)
��

��	(��� 
!�#�	����.�0� : ����#��1 �
����.���, Ph.D., 
&//�
� 
&��4
, Ph.D., ���1( 5����#, Ph.D.  %	"&����  
��#��&��(6
(#&�����)��"��.���� 
!� ����%%"#�
������ �������/)�7��&����
���
��"#�
������	(�����&% �/)
�)%#�
���������
���/&�����&%"#�
��������
*������
&�	(�������#

&� �#
� �
������� �%��
��$��������5�. 
8�
�� 
���&%%��
����
��"�
����5�"�&9 �/)��
*�$���)�	�����
�( :/
��� 
!�
(�&��(6        .�6�9��"��%"�&#��
�� 
��
(��(6��� 
��� 
!����� ����5�.���������/)��;�"�1�
��/(6����(��# ��;�����$��:���'����#��� �����
�������
&%*������*��� �/)��$*�*(#��"��$�������� �.��)$��&�"
�	��
�
(.�6�	(�$��
&%:���'��
/��
�(6 �&��&6�.#
�0�����
����#���4�
���.�������
���*(#��"��"�&6�$�
��/&�*(#��"��
&%*���	��%/��.��)�����
(:���'��$�
� %�������
<=��*��
�)	��	������
����#
��#� �*�� �%�( �(
	&6�.#
�0�"���#&�#��*������*����)*�#���/���
�)�&%9��)���!9
��$���(� 6���� �
���.%����/)����������
&%*������
&� .#
�0�������)�%�7'��$�*�#���
�
(��#
&%
����&%�&#$������
&%�5�.��
�� �&�"
 #&>�0��
 5�!� �/)
��
(%	%�	. ��.����
(	�����!9
�� �/)
���������$��.���
� �/)/�
	(��
����	� *������
&��
����
(9��)�����#��/)�
�����$�� �
���������
/&%�
����	� �&��&6��
���:������)�)�� ��:���'��	�
"������	���.����%���%�5��)��
( :���'����#�$�'�"��#�����%�����;�����	(�������	���.��)��
(	��������/(6��"��%"�&# ���$�%�������
(*�#����
&�*�#���/��	�����%��� "#�
������	(�
/��
�&#������'���	�����&%"�� 	������
�� 	�����$� �/):/
�)	%
(�����/?
���� �&��&6�:���'���/��
*���	��
��.��"���/)�� 
!��.�������	�	�
�������� 
!����#����$��"#�
*�#���/������&9�/)��
*� ��#�"#�
������	���.�.%#�����
�/	(����
���
����������#��:���'���
�����&% ���������"#�
������ ����
� 1) ������&���#�%�""/ �*��
�����
��/
�@�/� 2) 5�!� #&>�0��
 �/)�&�"
	(���
���� �/) 3) ������*����;�$�'� %	%�	"#�
�&
.&�0��'��*�� �/)
��. ��.��	�����!9
�� � ��
�
���������
&%*�#����*�����;�	���/��
�� �������&%:���'��$��&�"
�	� ����
���
����&����"#�
�����?�$�*(#��"��:���#&������
��� �&��&6�"#���)��&
� ��7��&�"#�
��
����	������ �&�"
 #&>�0��
 5�!� �/)������&���#��&# 
����&����$���������/)��$*�*(#��"��$�������)�	� �.��)�7��&�	(�
/��#
�
��$���
��"#�
������$�"��%"�&#�)�#���"���
�� �/)����"���&
���  "�����"&' : "#�
������$�"��%"�&# / �'���	� / 
���������� / ����
�(  249 ����  



 ���������	
��	 
�
���	
��	
����                                                                                                                                        ���	
������ / � 
HAPPINESS OR SUFFERING AFTER MIGRATING FROM THAILAND TO LIVE IN 
ANOTHER COUNTRY: A STUDY OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGAINST THAI 
WOMEN IN GERMANY.  
 
BUCHA PIYAVONG 5036896 SHMS/M 
 
M.A. (MEDICAL AND HEALTH SOCIAL SCIENCES)  
 
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SIRIWAN KRAISURAPONG, Ph.D.,  
MALLIKA MATTIKO, Ph.D., DARUNEE PHUKAO, Ph.D. 
 
                                                     

ABSTRACT 
 This research aimed to study the forms, causes, and factors of violence, including 
processes after domestic violence, and access to law and health care services provided by 
public and private agencies in Germany. In-depth interviewing was used for data collection. 
The sample consisted of 10 Thai women living in Germany. It was a piece of qualitative 
research. The findings showed the following.             
 The factors of poverty, debt, low education, divorce, and single mom status all 
caused some Thai women to marry foreigners and live abroad. As they had no place in Thai 
society, such women attempted to start a new married life with a foreigner after divorcing their 
Thai husband because he had a new woman. Some women were physically assaulted by their 
Thai husbands, such as hitting and choking. They hoped that their foreign husbands would 
help improve their family’s economic status. After meeting and marrying German men, they 
found difficulties in adjusting to their new surroundings such as the weather, society, culture, 
language, their economic dependence on their husbands, and parent/child income support. The 
German husbands were not rich. Moreover, they had no understanding of sending money to 
support their wives’ families in Thailand. Hence, as time went by, all the women had to seek 
jobs to share their husbands’ burden. Most Thai women understood that they needed to do 
housework to share the workload, and German husbands also helped them sometimes. The 
violence against Thai women found in the sample affected both physical and mental health, 
but it was just a small matter. Therefore, these women decided to consult their close friends 
instead of contacting public or private agencies. It could be concluded that the women were 
affected by sexual abuse. The causes of violence consisted of: 1) personal traits, e.g., alcohol 
consumption, 2) differences in language, culture, and society, and 3) patriarchy, roles and 
gender relations, and economic dependence. 

 Despite the fact that marrying a foreigner was a choice for Thai women, this did 
not guarantee a successful married life. They needed to consider other related factors such as 
differences in society, culture, language, and personal traits before making a decision to marry 
and live abroad. All the factors mentioned above could cause domestic violence between 
spouses and partners.    
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