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THE DIVERSITY OF CULTURE AND DYNAMICS OF DEVELOPMENT: A CASE STUDY OF BANG
KHUN SAI'BAN-LAEM DISTRICT'PHETCHABURI PROVINCE.

PATARA TIPPARA 5037458 LCRU/M

M.A. (RURAL DEVELOPMENT STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: JITJAYANG YAMABHAI, Ph.D., ISARA CHOOSRI, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

The current research is aimed at studying the co-existence of culturally diverse communities
and examining the dynamics of local development. Designed as historical research of a local culture, it also
covers the forms of relationship between man and man, man and nature, and man and the supernatural. Data
collection was based on qualitative research in the study of verbal history within the research area in the
neighborhood of Bang KhunSai in Bang KhunSai Sub-district, Ban Laem District in the province of
Phetchaburi.

According to the study, the dynamics of development in local Bang KhunSai were divided into
4 different periods; namely, the formation of a community when the exiles of different cultures, such as the
Chinese, Laotians, the Muslims and the natives moved in, making the areas rich in cultural and religious
diversity. Moreover, Bang KhunSai had a fertile ecosystem, enabling the residents to live sufficiently on their
own in every aspect. During the second phase around 2511-2515 B.E. (1968- 1972) there were changes in
Bang KhunSai with new irrigation projects being introduced for the very first time, the constructions of
Phetburi Dam and sea-bordering roads. All of these brought materialistic advancement to the locality.

The third phase was set between 2534-2536 B.E. (1991-1996), the periods when outsiders
made intensive use of marine resources, causing changes to the lives of local community members. One of
those changes included demonstrations, organized by the local people, demanding their rights and
communities. Successfully, the movements were later socially recognized. The third phased was set between
2544-2548 B.E. (2001-2005)when the local communities were affected by the Green Revolution, causing
indebtedness among the people. However, the local community members united and formed a co-operative
doing business in organic agriculture becoming famous and inspirational to other communities. In
conclusion, different communities with cultural diversity are able to co-exist because of the sharing of natural
resources as a commons. They depend on one another by exchanging the resources for a balanced way of life
and a collective memory of local affection.

Local development enables people to live in diversity. The people of different groups are
necessary to have a collective past to gain better understanding and admiration for the diversity of local

culture for further creative local development in the future.

KEY WORDS: LOCAL HISTORY/ CULTURAL DIVERSITY/ DYNAMICS OF DEVELOPMENT
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THE DIVERSITY OF CULTURE AND DYNAMICS OF DEVELOPMENT:
A CASE STUDY OF BANG KHUN SAI'BAN-LAEM DISTRICT'PHETCHABURI
PROVINCE.

PATARA TIPPARA 5037458 LCRU/M

M.A. (RURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: JITJAYANG YAMABHAI, Ph.D., ISARA
CHOOSRI, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Rationale

Thai society has different culture in ethnic, perspective, ideology and
operation. Thai society conditions of the growing population and the rapid changes in
the political economy. It can lead to problems and conflicts in various forms,
especially in the absence of a strong cultural community. A major problem in the
country today is social inequality. People in society can not coexist happily. The main
question is currently in development. We can create a society of people who are
different; however, they can live together.

One factor that will help the development of a variety of cultures to live
together, it is the local community which has both local residents and others nearby to
understand, and be adapted and applied in the development of their own local
practices.

If there is the locality study with understanding, it was able to develop a
variety of local culture. Because of the changes, it leads to some of people abandon
their locality and history, including importantly not to understand the history and
locality of their own. One way to fix the problem is to create synergy within the local

development which is from inside with the historic district, because it will help the
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community understand their locality and the changes that occur from the past to the
present and to find ways to develop their own local, and the way of developing their
own locality with the balance in the future continuously.

The importance of the study of local history above can be seen as crucial
to the future of the community works in the development of the King in the various
communities that researchers should know and understand the local history of the
community around Bang Khun Sai, Ban Laem District, Phetchaburi Province, is one
that deserves to be studied because it is old with a long history.

From the area survey and study relevant documents, including information
from local people, not just the Bang Khun Sai is a local variety of Bang Khun Sai is
also a natural local community with diverse ethnic, Bang Khun. Sai has a total area of
2,517 square kilometers (15,732 acres) with 11 villages which have a population of
more than seven thousand people living together. Bang Khun Sai is flat and the
marshlands along the coastal road separates the salt water and fresh water with salt and
rice ponds, fruit orchards, fishery and is famous in its scallops, and with the natural
taste of the country and the people in the socio-cultural, multi-ethnic coexistence. The
Chinese immigrant settlers did the fishery in the first generation and the Shaping a
village named Bang Khun Sai Thong, and later is changed to Bang Khun Sai. Thai
people live together at Ban Don Thai and distributed commonly among Muslims
living in Moo 4 or Ban Khaek. About Ban Don Ping Dad and Ban Don Wat is a
district of Lao Viang and Lao Puan, and the number of people who have inherited the
tradition of The tradition named Song Kha Luang Ban Lao. Thus, the relationship of
people has different lifestyles in diverse ethnic origins and nature of these experiences
is an interesting study in the history and lives of the local people.

It is hard to see the living with happiness in the society with the difference
in many kinds because nowadays is a capitalist industry, the individual making the
unity and cooperation in the activities of the local began to diminish in the study of the
diversity of this culture is studied through the historic district to get to know the
history. The changes that have occurred since the date as well as the culture of this
area know that happen, whether it is cultural evolution culture spread from one group
to another group which emergence and spread of culture is an extension of each other

and result in various forms of cultural relations.
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Amara Pongsapich (1999:10) has discussed the issue of the spread of
culture and the meaning of "local history” that the concept of cultural diversity in
accordance with the Department of Anthropology, Case history and culture led to the
spread of Franz Boaz's (Franz Boas) of Columbia University, and Boaz thought that
the cultural diffusion is from society to society and the culture of the new society
which is not necessary to think of the same origin or not, the study of the some part of
origin and culture will get the image of the cultural diffusion, it will lead to the
acceptance in the difference of ethnic, culture, and language in the community.

In the study of cultural diversity through local history can give insight into
the life history which can see the dynamics of social, cultural and economic
development, including the reasons for the changes that occurred from the past to the
present, and more likely to happen in the future to bring into force the strength of the
local and is able to generate local development of their next balance under microscopy
implicit dimension “Access to development” by the way of the sustainable
development of the King.

The purpose of the study

To study the history of coexistence of local people with cultural diversity,

and the dynamics of local development

Scope and framework

The research has studied the local culture of the people in the relationship
of people with nature, and people with the supernatural. A study of the relationship
between people means the relationship between various ethnic groups and local people
to nature which is the relationship between people and the natural environment and the
use of educational resources, people with supernatural means to the rituals and beliefs
in our sacred space. According to the comprehensive study of local social structures
and local dynamics or changes, the history is a living link with the past, present and

future, and sees the result in the realization or collection of local memories. Also the
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issue of cultural diversity by looking through the historic district to the cultural
patterns of the past to the present, this is consistent with the concept of cultural
diffusion that makes a form of cultural and ethnic groups in different periods of local
time, and able to find solutions that Bang Khun Sai, Ban Laem District, Phetchaburi
Province is with reaction to the environment and the problems caused by the transition
from the past to the present and likely to happen in the future to stimulate the sense of
community and the power of their own community, as well as access to the root cause

of the changes which is led to the strengthening of the locality.

Research Methodology

The researcher used the qualitative field research to study local history,
with emphasis on the realization of the expression to reflect the attitude of the people
that are having a variety of cultural experiences, struggles and adaptation to the
problem. The dynamics of the development with social, economic and environmental
factors, both internal and external are the causes of cultural blending and transition.
The process of adaptation of the bishops is to solve local problems and answer the
research. Local people of diverse cultures can live together, however the area of
research,Bang Khun Sai district, Ban Laem district, Phetchaburi Province is a long
time community and has a long history. It is localized in many diverse areas such as
ecology, sea areas, and deeply into the inland. As a result, it makes the important
resources of Ban Laem, Phetchaburi Province.

Data collection methods were used to study the oral history recorded
stories that have been told by the testimony of people who are still alive, and people
who have been selected from their biography or were closely involved in some events
that happened in the past. The tape recording is told in a very formal way and takes
notes of the interview; the researcher has compiled the data to be the evidence in this
study.
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- Data Validation

1) Time Validation The researcher has examined by the time of interview
in the history of the original settlement in different time. The researcher was in
interval a while, then be back to check again in the same interview that is the same or
different matter. The data obtained in this investigation sources, most of the
information is the same as the first interview in which the information in this section is
the development of dynamic, and the period of significant change in the local.

2) Location Validation In this place is examined in the first interview.
Most of them will be the home of the interviewees. After a short interval, the
researcher returned to the research area with the interview with local people directly.
The data in this field, most of them are occupational rituals and traditions that are
somewhat different in the different processes of the occupation and the traditional
rituals.

3) Personal Validation The validation in this process, the researcher used
the questions in the interview, but the people who are interviewed are changed. Most
information in this section is a history of the settlement that has various ethnic and

cultural integration in many ways.

- Data Analysis.

This research uses data analysis to be the conclusion by Analytic Induction
which is how to interpret the conclusions based on what is concrete or a phenomenon
seen as a ritual of the living, working, etc. When the researchers examined the events
leading up to and then make a conclusion, but the conclusion has not been verified and

it has been hypothesized that if the result is confirmed, it is concluded that.

Result of Research

The study found that Bang Khun Sai, Ban Laem district, Phetchaburi
Province has the diverse in ethnic, religious, cultural and natural resources of people
with many nationalities who live together as follows: Thai Buddhists, Thai Chinese,

Thai- Lao and Thai Muslims to live together in this locality.
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The various natural resources in Bang Khun Sai are the wetlands,
including the origin and propagation of marine species, especially scallops. It can be
said that is the nation's largest natural scallops. Since the mud of the beach of Bang
Khun Sai is from the sediments of the major rivers of the Western. The New River and
the Mae Klong River remove the sediment that flows into the sea by rivers flowing in
the down direction, and swept into the area in Bang Khun Sai and the neighborhood.
The beach is mud of Bang Khun Sai. A major source of marine species is more than
the abundance of the natural resources of the sea. Bang Khun Sai community also has
an area where is deep from the coast. The fertile land is suitable for agriculture. The
ways of life of the communities living in this area are coconut, rice and livestock
farming. It can be seen that in the beginning of the settlement, Bang Khun Sai is the
community which is called self-reliant communities in all areas because of the
abundance of resources, both of land and sea that is the cost of production and
subsistence.

Due to the advent of globalization, it makes a difference in the community.
The study found that the significant changes of Bang Khun Sai is a community that
has created the new dam called Phetchaburi Dam. There are the irrigation canal in the
area, including road construction, water well number one. The change of the first local
causes many changes. People from outside the community increase, and make the use
of various resources in the community, people both from the community and outside
make their living in the community. This change occurred during the year 1968-1972,
which changes the economy has affected the social life within the community, people
have migrated to other places. The traditional occupation of the community was
fishery was neglected, and there are many new careers such as a farming community
with the salt in the coastal area instead.

Moreover, the community must work together to resolve the problem and
found the conservation of marine resources. It is recognized and accepted by society,
that is, in the years 1991-1992, with the intensive use of marine resources from outside
the community. There are the smuggle the shell by using the rake which is different
from people in Bang Khun Sai who use just only the storyboard and tank shells to
store the shells, not to use any special equipment, because it will cause the damage to

the habitat of the shells. The surface also is destroyed by the rake. Fish larvae are
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destroyed and decrease the amount of scallops. These lead to the impact on the lives of
the community who use the marine resources for their livelihood. Some fishermen
who go out to hire a crew to other fisheries. The family has a career as catching some
scallops is employed as the cockles collectors in other areas. According to various
problems in many communities and significant event, the community has adapted to
fight against the entrance of the external causes, including opposition groups and
conservation groups with leaders in the community began to settle and succeed very
much in opposition to restoring natural way which are losing at sea, and return to its
original condition. The lives of people in the community can get back to the former
condition and can have the self-employed from this.

And the event that is studied and important to local Bang Khun Sai, in
addition to the changes mentioned above, is that the community has gathered to fight
and resolve debt agricultural that is a result of the Green Revolution. It makes people
suffer a lot of debt. The change of the chemical agriculture to organic agriculture leads
to the petitioners bear the burden of debt is expired. This is due to the presence of a
strong leader as well. The Learning Center has been established to organic agriculture
for local residents to learn and apply to their farmlands. Learning Centre, organic
farming, in addition to making the lives of people in the community better. It is also
beneficial to people who have studied the local Bang Khun Sai. The interest in organic
farming make the students study a lot. And the Learning Center is known and
respected by many outsiders. All of which are a result of a strong community. This is
adapted to keep pace with the dynamic changes caused by both internal and external
factors from the past to the present.

The strength of community is affected by a variety of community and
professional environment. Community can have a choice on the issue, and can be
adjusted according to the local potential. It was found that the physical characteristics
of Bang Khun Sai community that facilitates production for their livelihood. The area
is suitable to be fishing resource in the mangroves as a breeding animal areas, and
suitable to making salt farming. Upland areas are suitable to be the ground process of
agriculture in the mentioned above. A variety of existing communities in Bang Khun
Sai is the cost to the community which is contributing to changes in the lifestyle. The

village society can survive from the current changes both outside and inside.



o

UNAINGIEY WMIINGIAINHAD ARLY. (WA BUUNANYI) / 95

Besides the variety of natural resources that makes the researcher thinks of
the development in the local dynamics. Bang Khun Sai community is also the unique
in terms of cultural diversity. People are all blended together without any conflicts of
different race or religious beliefs. However, there is the solidarity of the community,
although there is the disagreement. When the issue was raised in the community,
everybody in the community are ready to cooperate and mange about it completely,
andare able to solve problems such as the readiness of the local oyster rakes and the
green revolution with counterrevolution. According to two cases, it is ensuring that the
community has done to fix the problem with the sacrifice of the people in the
community together with cultural diversity, but it is not an obstacle in solving the
problems that arise from dynamic any changes.

From those mentioned above, the dynamic development of cultural
diversity will be seen that the various local Bang Khun Sai is shared by all the
memories together which is the dependence on the local history about living in
balance with the resources. When all people have the perception of the past or realize
in the importance of the past, as a result, it leads to the unity and sacrifice, and has the
power of communities to cope with the dynamic changes of the development process

from the outside.

Discuss the results

The study of cultural diversity and local development dynamics of Bang
Khun Sai, Ban Laem district, Phetchaburi Province has the results which can be
discussed as follows:

From the concept of Suthep Soonthornpesach (1997:108-127), he noted
that the study of local history which is the study of micro-events in our local
community and have a limited range of Social Entities with the growth degradation
and charts of the Time Scheme, including the Chronology of itself. Bang Khun Sai is a
community that people were living with a Thai Buddhist, Thai-Chinese, Thai- Laos,
and Muslims, but in the diversity of the culture, they are able to live together in peace
as a result of local people with a shared awareness about local history or time. The
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major cause is recognized and cultural assemble which has the power of local people
to fight for changes to local development continuously.

When Bang Khun Sai started to settle which has many kinds of local
people group were coming through the integration of cultural aspects such as the
housing, food, the languages, clothes, as well as, the profession are the local strengths
which can be self-reliant in all aspects, but some points can be the cause of the decline
in the local area as a result of the transformation of society into infiltration lifestyle,
and leads to be indigenous to the external factors of life, resulting in their lack of self-
identity, but the change that caused the decline has resulted in local people rise up.
Local people have to fight to these problems that come from changes in the locality, as
well as, the year of building the dam to the canal irrigation started the decline of the
locality or the entry of capitalism into the intervention group and the traditional
fishing, including the use of rigorous agricultural chemicals which leads to be the
result in liability issues for local people.

The changes mentioned above, they made locality have the decline, but
locality turned to recover itself with the efforts of local people who are bound together
because they have memories together as a local power to struggle from the outside’s
effect.

Although the beginning of empowerment within the community starts the
"difficulty” with the problems, it leads to degradation of natural resources, liability
issues and other issues. The solution with the formation of groups, organizations and
the community, especially a conservation from the center network scholars in organic
farming solves the problems that come from outside, local people are always ready to
cooperation in protecting their locality, although there are a lot of problems, it does not
stop Bang Khun Sai district’s people to develop their knowledge and to develop a
shared approach. The solution is to share it to people outside to see the power of their
local power.

Local people in Bang Khun Sai tried to treat outsiders to see them as a
concrete example by demonstrating the use of organic agricultural products which
cannot make the product decrease. After doing the organic farming, it leads to have
shellfish, frogs in the field which once used to see in their youth time also still be

caught again; once all of them used to disappear because of using the chemical in
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agriculture. This is the only part of Bang Khun Sai’s local people to show the outsiders
about substantial action and ready to share their local knowledge to meet this section

to others.

Conclusion

The research of cultural diversity and local development dynamics at Bang
Khun Sai, Ban Laem district, Phetchaburi uses the methodology of qualitative field
research to study local history that is a social history of the people who live in Bang
Khun Sai. The realization of the expression reflects to the attitude of the people,
culturally diverse combat experience, and adapt to the dynamic problem of the
development of social, economic and environmental factors, both internal and external
causes of cultural blending and transition The process of adaptation is used for solving
local problems.

The results of the study are to present the concept on cultural diversity
dynamic development. Local history of Bang Khun Sai community has the findings
about the study of local history of Bang Khun Sai which is the local events history,
community identity, social entities with the growth and time scheme, and the
chronology of Bang Khun Sai communities with cultural diversity from different
ethnic groups who can live together peacefully, though they are Thai Buddhist, Thai
Chinese, Thai Lao, and Thai Muslims.

These findings demonstrate the importance that if local people are
recognizing and shared the local history together, it leads to the moments which are
inevitably result in the adoption and integration of cultural power in order to fighting
to the changes coming into local development.

Benefits from this research are local development as a result of the study
about local history which can make local people have known the dynamics of change,
including had the critical period to be the lessons in solving problems, and learned to
develop the locality with quality and efficiency. The utilization of this research should
take them into the context of the community in accordance with the application to suit
their locality in order to achieve sustainable development.
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