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ABSTRACT

Migration is employed as a strategy for improving the migrant’s quality of life,
especially in terms of economic opportunities. The impact of out-migration duration on
household asset change was investigated in this present study. Longitudinal data collected
continually and annually for five years by the Kanchanaburi Project were employed. This
study followed only households that continuously provided migration details of household
members from 2000 to 2004. Household durable assets during the years of 2000 and 2004
that were reported were also important for this study.

Findings revealed that the changes in household assets and the duration of
migration were significantly related to the change of household consumer assets and
productive assets. Households which had members migrate out for longer periods of time
tended to have smaller increases in assets than those with a shorter duration.

The findings suggest that out-migration should not be encouraged. If migration
is necessary, a shorter migrate out time should be encouraged rather than a longer one. The
findings can have implications for poverty reduction policies and rural development.
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