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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this research was to find out which economic/none-
economic factors in other nations influence the amount of inbound tourism in
Thailand, focusing on a ten-year period from 1998-2007. The researcher performed
this observational study using data from 43 sample countries from around the world,
whose citizens frequently came to Thailand each year, and selected variables that have
shown significant results, such as exchange rate, GDP per capita, population, and

distance between borders.

Secondary data were used and taken from the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) and Penn World Table Version 6.3 as well as the Center for
International Comparisons of Production, Income and Prices of the University of
Pennsylvania. The researcher utilized the gravity model to find the outcome using a

95% statistical confidence level to test results.

The results indicate that GDP per capita is the variable with the most
impact as it has the ability to motivate a higher amount of tourists to visit Thailand.
Furthermore, GDP per capita shows the strongest positive effect in inducing an
increased number of arrivals. Including the size of population, distance, and border-

sharing also increase the amount of inbound tourism each year to Thailand.
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