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STUDIES OF THE POTENTIAL OF TRADITIONAL THAI HOUSES AT KLONG
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THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PIJAK HINJIRANAN, Ph.D.,
KASEM KULPRADIT, M.Sc., SUCHART NAWAGAWONG, M.Sc.

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the potential of the waterfront traditional Thai
house community at Klong Bangroundrnok, Bangkruay Distric, Nonthaburi Province, Thailand for
tourism development, to evaluate the utilization of tradition Thai houses which are considered to possess
the unique identity of the community, and to survey the attitudes of the community’s participants toward
the case for tourism development. The study was conducted using both qualitative and quantitative
methods to collect and evaluate the data. The sample was divided into three groups: 1) modern home
owners, 2) traditional Thai home owners, and 3) local participants such as the leaders of communities,
municipality officers and boat drivers from Wat Takhian Floating Market. Structured interviews were
conducted with the owner of modern and traditional Thai house while in-depth interviews were collected
fromthe group of community leaders, municipal officers and boat drivers.

The findings indicated that the Klong Bangroundnok community has enough potential for
tourism development due to an active provision of local lifestyle resources and community tourism
resources. Regarding tourism resources for community site potential evaluation,there were problems with
insufficient community facilities; such as public toilets and piers, as well as a failure to provide safety and
well-being for tourists. Both items were ranked as low level. Tourism resources, community environment,
and well-known sites were ranked as high level. Meanwhile, the sample had concerns that tour facilities
should be part of tourism promotion and gave this a high rating. Regarding tour site attractions, the
participants focused on traditional culture and suggested community tourism development at Klong
Bangroundnok to include visiting the unique traditional Thai house by boat, to observe the locals’ lifestyles
along the waterfront. However, there were no definite tourism activities that were outstanding enough to

be presented as the key tourism resource in this study.

KEY WORDS: ORIGINAL TRADITIONAL THAI HOUSE/COMMUNITY ON WATER
FRONT/TOURISM RESOURCE/WATER FRONT TOURISM
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CHAPTER|
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background and Significances

Thailand built her strength by incorporating social and economic capital to
promote well-known aspects of tourism such as unique Thai identity, generosity, culture
and friendliness. Thailand also has abundant natural resources, with unique ancient and
historical sites and well qualified tour sites, including expertise in servicing, good
foundation, basic communication and transportation which contributed to extensive
tourism development as being seen in each government administration’s policies that
focused on tourism development and promotion in quality, standard and services,
especially adding tourism varieties and lifting competition capabilities as being seen in
the increasing number of tourists yearly. Presently, at least 144,301,357 tourists visited

Thailand YTourists, Travelers(. Statistic indicated the nation’s revenues from tourism

were above 747,628.31 million baht (Tourism Authority of Thailand, 2009).

Nonthaburi Province is a small province located not too far from Bangkok
Metropolis, with total area of 622 square kilometers (Nonthaburi general information, 2007).
There are many natural tourist attractions, ancient, arts and cultural sites in this area,
including livelihood areas and unique local lifestyles, for example, areas growing
agricultural products and fruits orchards, vegetables gardens and decorative plants gardens,
waterfront community lifestyles, as well as having Thai-style houses built in traditional styles.

Nonthaburi Province which has longer historical background over 400 years
located at Chao Phaya riverbank with many small and large Klongs extended from
Chao Phaya River such as Klong Bangkoknoi, Klong Kud-mahasawat, Klong
Bangkhuekwang, Klong Bangroundnok, Klong Bangkhuwiang. In the specific area of
Bangkruay District along the waterfront, many temples can be seen such as Wat
Takian, Wat Lamud, Wat Sriruangboon, Wat Chaiyapruek, Wat Huehang, Wat Kho
Non, Wat Bangkrai Nai, Wat Bot Bon, Wat Somkliang, Wat Sripravat.
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Klong Bangroundnok community is an interesting community on the
waterfront of Klong Bangroundnok in Bangkruay District area, Mahasawat Sub-
district. Its physical environment, unique residency originated from living in Thai style
houses along both sides of the waterfront with traditional waterfront community
lifestyle, valuable culture and precious architectural styles. This is the community
opportunity to promote tourism with area potential by focusing on the uniqueness of
traditional Thai houses along both sides of waterfront. Moreover, the area surrounding
Klong Bangroundnok community has located more interesting tour sites, Klong Kud-
mahasawat with the floating markets that connected Klong Bangkoknoi and Klong
Bangroundnok, including Wat Takien Floating Market, Klong Bangkhuwiang Floating
Market and Wat Sripravat Floating Market under the responsibility of Talingchun
District Office and well-known among tourists. If the area and community tourism
activities have been actively developed to be well-known among the tourists, economy
should be improved so income could be distributed more evenly. This is also
considered as preserving traditional Thai houses at Klong Bangroundnok community
for sustainable unique culture.

The important aspect in the study of area potential for tourism promotion at
Klong Bangroundnok community involved the area surroundings, tour sites attraction,
facilities and area accessibility, including learning attitude of local people towards
cultural tourism, finding interesting tour sites, appropriate tourism elements and
direction for community development. Therefore, community tourism should raise
resource awareness in nature and lifestyles and cultures, especially preservation of

unique local cultures.

1.2 Research objectives

1.2.1 To study area potential of traditional Thai houses on waterfront of
Klong Bangroundnok for community tourism promaotion.

1.2.2 To assess the use of traditional Thai houses on both sides of Klong
Bangroundnok for community tourism promotion.

1.2.3 To study attitude of local people towards community tourism
promotion as the guideline for developing tourism.
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1.3 Research concept

Klong Bangroundnok community is located near the waterfront, having valuable
and unique traditional Thai houses built along both sides of Klong Bangranok. However,
those Thai-style houses are deteriorating, vanishing and turning away from their traditional
lifestyles. The area physical location made the agricultural products such as fruits and
vegetables, varieties of flower and decorative plants so abundant and the architectural styles
of old temples, community simple lifestyle and atmosphere and many tour sites nearby can
be developed into important community tourism resources. Since the community neglected
to organize tourism, this research aimed to study community tourism potential and
resources, as well as studying attitude and opinion on waterfront tourism promotion among
owners of traditional Thai houses, Sub-district Administration, Local Administration and
entrepreneurs so information could be used for assessing the potential of traditional Thai
houses on Waterfront of Klong Bangroundnok to benefit tourism. Acquired information for
developing tourism potential was illustrated in Chart 1-1.

Klong Bangroundnok Community
traditional Thai houses

A
Changing Home

Condition and Ownership

\ 4
Klong Bangkok Noi Tourism
Tour Route "| Resources

A 4

Waterfront Tourism
Potential

v

Assessing Potential for Tour
Site for Klong Bangroundnok
Government Agencies Waterfront Community

Entrepreneurs traditional Thai houses

Sub-district
Administration

>

A 4

4

A
Studying Tourism Promotion and Klong Bangroundnok
Waterfront Community traditional Thai houses surrounding

Figure 1 — 1: Research Conceptual Framework
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1.4  Research Scope

1.4.1 Spatial Area

This research defined the study areas at Bangroundnok waterfront community
between Klong Bangkoknoi and Klong Kud-mahasawat located in Mahasawat Sub — district,
Plaibang Sub — district, Bang Kun Kong Sub — district, Bang Kuvieng Sub — district under
Bangkruay District, Nonthaburi Province. It is also situated near Borommarajchonni and
Kanchanaphisek (Talingchan — Suphanburi Road) Roads, Nakhon In — Phraram 5 Roads
and Ratchapruek Road, as being shown in Figure 1 — 2.

1.4.2 Content

This research explored the area potential using the following procedures:

1) Survey physical area, interesting tour site and facilities.

2) Assess tour sites significance and identify tour site attractions.

3) Study attitude and opinion of local people at Klong Bangroundnok
Waterfront Community on tourism promotion by focusing on cooperation and

participation in community tourism.
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Figure 1-2: Bangroundnok Waterfront Community location captured by Satellite

Source: www .Point Asia .com (Online: 14/02/2008)
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1.5 Expected benefits

151 Torecognize area potential and traditional Thai houses for tourism promotion.

1.5.2 To learn promotion factors and barriers to community tourism.

1.5.3 To apply studied outcomes in tourism promotion and development
planning for community and nearby areas, including similar communities.

1.5.4 To record evidence of the community settlement that facing drastic
change and disappearing.

155 To be distributed as the documents to raise public conservation

awareness in valuable art and culture.

1.6 Research Definitions

1.6.1 Traditional Thai houses is defined as a Central Region Thai style houses
constructed earlier which may be refurbished but still maintained the same features.

1.6.2 Waterfront tourism is a sight-seeing along the community traveling route
to learn lifestyle and outstanding culture. In this particular subject, it is referring to Klong
Bangroundnok Waterfront Community, Bangkruay District, Nonthaburi Province, Thailand

1.6.3 Nearby communities of Klong Bangroundnok are the communities
located near Klong Bangroundnok , Karnchanaphisek Road (Talingchan — Suphanburi
Road), Mahasawat Sub-district, Plaibang Sub-district, Bangkhunkong Sub-district,
Bangkhuwiang Sub — district, Bangkruay District, Nonthaburi Province, Thailand.

1.6.4 Tourism potential is defined as the ability or development
foundation to be used in tourism affecting community promotion and development.

1.6.5 Tourism Resources are Thai traditional homes that located near the
waterfront with nice scenery and other significant local sites or tourist attractions.

1.6.6 The surrounding is defined as general living conditions and life
styles of waterfront community, including different Klongs in the surrounding areas.
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CHAPTER I
RELEVANT LITERATURE AND RESEARCHES

This research aimed to study Thai traditional houses waterfront community
at Klong Bangroundnok, Bangkruay District, Nonthaburi Province, Thailand potential for
promoting cultural tourism and gaining benefit for the surrounding environment as well as
using it as the basic guideline to develop community tourism. Questions were raised
whether this community well prepared to become a tour site and able to increase its
potential. This study involved the concepts, theories and related researches to extended
researches. Contents were divided as follows:

1. Cultural tourism

2. Cultural tourism resources potential

3. Traditional Thai houses model Tourism resources

4. Related researches

2.1 Cultural tourism

2.1.1 Cultural tourism is defined as one type of tourisms that focused on
learning from other cultures to open wide vision from unique local culture. As for
conservation tourism, it is traveling to certain tour site to study and enjoy the scenery,
nature, social and cultural conditions, including local lifestyles with full knowledge
and responsibility for ecological system.

Cultural tourism is traveling to enjoy seeing cultural places, such as
castles, palaces, temples, ancient sites, antique and arts objects, traditions, lifestyles of
people in different era to inform the tourists about background, beliefs, perspectives,
concepts, faith and admiration for older generation that had been transmitted to the

next generation.
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Thailand has many cultural tour sites. New tourism approach most
preferred is “Home stay” where the tourists are welcome to stay with local family and

act as one of the locals. (Source: http://webhost.mots.go.th/ tour-description. htm#culture)

2.1.2 Meaning of culture

Man creates culture for the benefit of living and reproducing. When his
existence is a vague and complicated issue, culture can be observed in different angles.
Many scholars had defined culture differently (The Royal Institute Dictionary, B.E. 2525
gave 4 definitions of culture).

1. Group prosperity objects

2. Groups lifestyles

3. Growth nature, neatness, nation unity and people’s moral

4. Behavior and man-made objects from learning and sharing knowledge

His Royal Highness Krommuen Narathippongprapan defined culture as
progressive knowledge in science, arts, literatures and religions, including rites,
traditions and etiquettes. Culture is the social legacy, tangible and intangible, such as
poetry, arts, rites and traditions. Culture is important factor for creating the nation code
of conduct.

Phraya Anumanrajathon (1989; 45 - 48) defined "Culture" as objects
changed by man, amended or produced objects that transferable and advance common
lifestyles which can be duplicated.

Culture is the common product of mankind which had been traditionally
passed to the next generation.

It is the combination of feeling, opinion or human action and behavior
which can be displayed as languages, arts, beliefs and cultures.

Culture is a social heritage maintained, preserved by society to become
common knowledge that has been extended from one generation to the next.

Phra Thepwethi (Prayuth Por Payutto) gave valuable meaning of culture in
the special lecture of 100 years of Phraya Anumanrajathon on "Culture and

Development™ as follows:
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- Culture is the collection of creative thinking and moral wisdom that had
been transferred within the society.

- Culture is the collection of experiences, knowledge, and ability,
including moral wisdom to help man survive and advance in the society up to now.

-Culture is the wholeness of social progress that had been accumulated up
to now.

- Culture is the prosperity and existing growth as the basis for social
progress and measurement in social prosperity.

Office the National Culture Commission gave various definitions for
cultures as follows:

Culture is social lifestyle as a behavior model for acting and showing
emotions in different situations that members in the same society can understand,
appreciate and accept and continue practicing , leading to better life them.

Culture is human’s lifestyle resulted from relations between mankind, man
and society and man with nature. Culture contains the essence and style with
systematic thinking, method, and social structure, institutes, including man-made
objects and planning.

2.2 Cultural tourism resources potential

Findings from the study on community potential for promoting community
tourism indicated that more tourist attractions must locate within the tour site to appeal
to tourists. Area survey revealed that Klong Bangroundnok own valuable cultural
tourism resources that can be used to promote tourism activities, and perfect natural
resources, as well as accommodations along both sides of the Klong , including
traditional Thai houses that reflected lengthy tradition. Area cultural tour sites were
inspected by the Survey of Architectural Value in the Environment and Cultural
Heritage in Planning.

Such system in the system for conservation of cultural environment,
operated by office of Natural Resource and Environment Policy and Plan (2005) in
collaboration with Danish Government via Danish International Development Agency

(DANIDA). They had mentioned about cultural environment as the area or place that
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reflected important development of human history in every level having relation and
linking with body of knowledge and the importing of society and the community
telling about the story of relations of man and nature through time and there is a
cultural heritage arrangement preparation criterion.

Two major assessment criteria are as follows:

2.2.1 Value

Values area assessed in the following steps:

Culture

1) Cultural uniqueness is the acknowledgement and understanding that could
be expressed as the area survey of Thai traditional houses on the waterfront, local houses
and garden houses which defined cultural uniqueness in arts, tradition and epoch.

2) Arts and techniques related to art creation, including details of work
from expert house builders such as building triggering equipment, stencil art form, like
the houses of ginger - bread house style.

3) Scarcity is depended on the historical evidences that provided details in
certain era, art appreciation. Thai traditional houses displayed the values in the nature
of wood fixing, foundation structures and air vent stencil pattern, decorative parts.

Social and economic

1) Economic and cultural resource is being evaluated for the economic value
and how the economic value generated from using of community cultural resource.

2) Utilization value is related to economic value by considering the value
of using of cultural resources and acquired change.

3) Data and knowledge acquisition on managing cultural resource to
create benefit such as narrating on the area historical background.

4) Social value is related to cultural resources associated with community
and being used commonly such as waterfront markets and religious monuments.

5) Political value is related with political symbols of cultural resources.
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2.2.2 Authenticity

The authenticity is related with evaluation of cultural resource value:

1) Location and position of cultural resource have been changed from the
past, including adjustment and changing in traditional Thai house position;

2) Area surrounding the cultural resource is the context of cultural
resource including the construction of high rise which concealed the cultural view and
decrease its value.

3) Using original materials to repair roof or building walls that must retain
the same original value.

4) Maintaining original forms in the traditional Thai houses with the
installation of air — conditioner that reduced Thai traditional houses value from closing
ventilation.

5) Workmanship and construction techniques is building traditional Thai
houses with unique style, including decorative items must that requires expert
craftsmanship.

All of the above statement aim to assess cultural tourism resources
potential. Potential referred to existing objects and resources in the area which have
not been utilized or developed.

Key tourism source potential assessment is the preparation in management
to improve tourism source development, by determining the factors of evaluation of
the potential to comply with the objectives of tourism source management in order to
assess the potential of tourism source accurately and appropriate for management
(Thanita Phumpaiboon, 2008:21).

Tourism source potential indicator is being used for determining or
selecting proper indicators to assess tour site potential which are major tourism issue

tor to create criteria for evaluation of tour site potential in each category.
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2.3 Traditional Thai Houses Architectural Styles

2.3.1 Study regarding the form of residence on the banks of canals

Waterfront community displayed patterns and Thai unique identity, both
physical and meaning appeared on the surface water. The study on Water as the source of
Thai Culture (Sumet Chumsai Na Ayudhya, 1996) mentioned about the meaning of
waterfront community with outstanding features of house rafts such as Phitsanulok house
raft community and Chachengsao community that built as amphibian communities which
located on the waterfront and flooded areas. Houses in those areas were built as elevated
wooden houses such as , Klong Bangkoknoi community and Klong Damnoensaduak
community. Therefore, Thai waterfront lifestyle is simple living along the canal.

1) Pavilion is the important component of waterfront residential building
for multi purposes, especially the terrace in front of houses to connect inside and
outside areas.

2) Roof is another important Ornsiri Panin et.al (1986) mentioned of
components for building waterfront community by studying residential buildings at
Klong Bangkoknoi community as follows:

- Buildings are being arranged and built to associate with Klong
physical surrounding such as having built along the waterfront for open air and
ventilation and the backyard may be used for growing vegetables.

- Relationship with water and construction of buildings on land should
display water association and daily chores such as part of the houses such as the
terrace, having the ladder protruded in the water or pier which considereconnection.

- Numerous Dams and embankments were constructed to reduce the
current from traveling boats. They had different looks to avoid duplication, permanent
or semi-permanent construction such as piling rocks fastening together with cement to
make surface rough.

- Fences; in case of necessity that there should be construction of fence
for personal and private conditions, and for safety, fences should be translucent in
order to ventilate air and in order to have circulation of space continuously between

buildings and water, but in case there is no necessity, there is no need to construct any
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fence; in order to enhance relations with nearby houses, having effects on taking care
of safety for each other component indicated locals’ lifestyles to shield sunlight and
rain. Therefore, house roof should be built similar to the eaves or bird wing with
ventilation passage to prevent heat from flowing into the empty space. not transfer into
the internal space.

3) Items related to climate other than roof are windows and walls and
other components to shield from sunlight. Walls cannot escape technological
advancement in construction, but many walls are being drilled with many holes for air
ventilation; especially those constructed with high heat absorption at night, so many
holes must be drilled.

Findings from the study on residential waterfront indicated traditional Thai
houses unique identity by determining the meaning of area utilization in waterfront

community, including the tendency for future changes.

2.3.2 Waterfront public land use

Findings from the study indicated other use of areas besides being in the
residential areas. These public land utilization displayed community unique identity and
community cultures of waterfront residential at Lower Chao Praya: Case Study
(Therdsak Taechakitkhajorn, 1999: page 242 — 264) which comprised of the following:

1) Temples are the place to gather Buddhists or the canteens (the Chinese)
located on the waterfront to identify the origin of waterfront community, including
community activities.

2) Joint piers are located in front of waterfront houses. Other than joint
piers in front of the temple, additional areas determined by their positions have
became the community center.

3) Canal bank and dam indicated the natural line to prevent land erosion
from the waves. They first built from soil and gradually shifted to woods and throwing
rocks to preserve soil surface. Rocks were brought in to build walls and later paved with
cement. It finally turned into building concrete dam with permanent steel structure.

Public land on the waterfront community was also used to service tourists

as follows:
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1) Preparation for tourism tour activities whereas community valuable
documents such as paying homage or asking permission to enter religious places.

2) Using area to accommodate the tourists’ basic needs. Therefore,
tourists visiting the area can use service available, including those access routes to tour

sites, parking or some area modifications, including billboards and direction signs.

2.3.3 Traditional Thai Houses

Traditional Thai houses displayed locals’ lifestyles as one type of art that
has been created not only to shield sunshine and rainfall, but also having elaborated
design with potential usage to match ancient Thai tradition and clearly display
indigenous knowledge.

2.3.3.1 Traditional Thai houses influential components

Traditional Thai houses influential components including the geological
surrounding, climate, local occupations, and specific usage and community
preferences. Even with the diversification, concrete Thai unique identity remained to
be seen in traditional Thai houses in the central, north and south including those in
northeastern region. Diversified houses are houses classified by resident status such as
The King and Royalty Residences as follows:

Castle and storey houses are houses with unique top,
specifically built as the King residents or Royal Houses

Grand Palaces, Palaces, Royal Palaces, Viceroy’ resident,
Royal Houses for the Royal Family

Top houses are houses with the top extended straight from the
roof (houses with canopy topping such as Chakri Mahaprasat Throne) upper chamber
and Royal Palace.

Thai lifestyles under typical Thai roof had been recorded since
foreign settlement during Ayudhya period which acting as the mirror to clearly shown
"Thai lifestyles” and "Traditional Thai houses features".

2.3.3.2 Traditional Thai houses common features

Most Thai houses in every region are built with woods or local

materials which considered unique feature different from other nations. Trees in the
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rural areas are abundant and grown naturally, both perennial plants and fruits trees.
Common grown plants are all kinds of bamboo, Thyrsotachys oliveri, Bambusa
flexuosa, Thyrsotachys siamensis, cultivated bamboo and dendrocalamus
longispathus.

Traditional Thai houses are built with "Pre-fabricated materials "
in houses detachments and attachments to conveniently dissemble and quickly assemble
with method of twisting of strands and houses using fastening ropes, for convenience
in dismantling, moving to be constructed in other places quickly, usually in a day.
Traditional Thai house was as built as a rectangular one - storey wooden houses,
having one side terrace with slope roof and extended shingles. It has elevated floor and
open basement. Since the Thais have made their livelihood mainly from agriculture,
they preferred to settle along the waterfront. Therefore, traditional Thai houses must
be built with elevated basement. Besides using the basement to relax between working
and performing tasks such as weaving fabrics and milling rice, the basement was built

to store tools, vehicles and gadgets.

2.4  Tourism resources concept
Tourism resources are considered significant tour merchandise as being
the heart of tourism industry. For tour business to grow, it must possess good quality

merchandises in beautiful perfect condition to arouse customer’s desire to travel.

2.4.1 *Resources” are natural objects that man can put in unlimited use.
As for “Tourism Resource” or “Recreation Resource” are both natural and man-made
objects, including archeological evidence or traces of living organisms in different
eras that man had been used for recreation or entertaining, leading to various
satisfaction and happiness.

Tourism market which connected with each other possessed different
components and sub-components. Such differences had created different tourism
styles. Tourism resources can attract tourists to visit Sub - districts, cities, government
agencies or countries which in turn creating positive affects. Thus, tourism resources

are crucial for tourism existence as the channel for generating local income from
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managing business and providing services to tourists as well as improving life quality
among locals. It had made the locals felt proud of their lands and reflected the
ancestor’s wisdom such as tradition, culture, rites and local architectural beauty as
well as making tourism resources sustainable through conservation and appropriate
maintenance. Therefore resources should be managed cautiously and carefully
consumed with consciousness.

2.4.1.1 Tourism resources classification

Tourism resources are classified in 2 ways, based on tourism
resources features and area and its features:

1) Classifications by features are divided into 3 types, natural
tourism resources, archeological and historical resources, and arts, cultural and
traditional resources.

2) Classifications by area and its features are based on
resources location and natural or man-made surrounding which can be separated into 3
categories, User — oriented areas, intermediate areas and resource — based areas.

2.4.1.2 Tour sites influential selection

Many criteria involved in selecting tour sites, according to
tourism resource attributes which reference to geographical condition or location.

1) Ownership by being the owner of tourism resources who
would plan and determine policies.

2) Orientation resulted from the need for remuneration. For
the National Park, the operation commonly required user fees to maintain the area or
grant the private concession.

3) Special configuration is the geographical characteristics
and area magnitude. For wide area such as the National Park, the area must be divided
into smaller sections to define tourist attraction for effective operation and efficient
management.

4) Authencity is still an unclear, ambiguous issue with

frequent arguments.
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5) Scarcity; there is a single tourism resource or in limited
number, and difficult to find, without duplications that able to attract many tourists to
visit the area.

6) Primary tourism resources status

7) Carrying capacity is defined as a different tourism resource
in particular point in time.

8) Accessibility is tourism resources accessibility which
related to communication, transportation and tourists accommodation while visiting
and conducting tour activities in the tourist area, place or point.

9) Market is some attractive tour sites that tourists may want
to visit or conducts tour activities. Only certain tour group may prefer visiting certain
site such as Kenya Archeological Tour even with many attractions. Moreover, some
tourism resources may be appropriated for the native or local residents while
foreigners may enjoy international taste such as Thai foods.

10)Image is the tourist mental picture of tourism resources
effecting tourists’ decisions to select or not select the resources. Image is therefore one
of the major pull factors. Therefore, examining tourism resources regularly and

continuously is crucial and necessary.

2.4.2 Influenced factors on Thai tourism

(http:/Amww.watphraphutthachai.com/wat phrabuddhachay/gude/giude3.htm)

Internal factors comprise:

1) Thailand abundant tourism resources are tour sites, activities, cultures
and traditions that reflected local cultures which contained three outstanding features
(1) nature, natural beauty, i.e. hills, waterfalls, caves, animals breed conservation
areas, national park; (2) Historical type, antiques, ancient sites and religion, including
ancient sites, museums, religious sites; (3) arts, culture and tradition type, including
activities, ritual forms, traditional work, livings, ways of life.

2) Safety for tourists’ life and assets.

3) Infrastructure including main facilities such as, roads, bridges, airports, bus

terminals, electricity, water supplies, and modern communication systems.



Jintana Yimrueang Relevant Literature and Researches / 18

4) Facilities such as communication, immigration procedures and services,
lodgings, restaurants and tour services

5) Souvenirs required quality control, price fixation, promoting the use of
local materials, unique design, beautiful packaging.

6) Advertisement, publication and public relations.

7) Pleasant country’s image which is abundant with natural historical and
cultural heritage.

Extrinsic factors are as follows:

1) World economy and politic, economic downturn, slowdown tourism

2) Tourism preference

3) Extending communication routes such as airport for traveling
convenience, speedy, safety and economical

4) Changes in political policies affected economic, social, cultural,

tradition development and people’s lifestyles

2.4.3 Creation of work from tourism sources

Tourism sources are the important factors to create work, occupation and
income for population living in the tour site, receiving direct and indirect benefits

(http://www.watphraphuttachai.com/tourprachay/tour4.htm).

1) Tourism creates direct employment in hotel business, airlines, tourism
companies, tourist guides, restaurants, entertainment complex, food shops,
entertainment shops, and passenger transportation. Besides, more works available in
the production of souvenirs or indigenous products, such as weaving, making pottery
and basket ware.

2) Tourism creates indirect employment in construction business such as
lodging, stores, restaurant as well as agricultural works selling raised chicken to hotel

chains and growing vegetables.

2.4.4 Community— Based tourism
The Tourism Authority of Thailand had developed local community tourism

by using cultural ways and locals’ lifestyles as tourism resources to attract the tourists.
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Community — Based Tourism feature community establishment based on
the concept of all locals as resources owners and tourism stakeholders by applying
available local nature, historical, cultural and traditional resources, including
community lifestyles and production as significant factors or capital in appropriate
tourism management. It is intended for local benefits in economy, social and culture,

including sustainable resources utilization which should last through next generation.

2.5 Relevant researches

2.5.1 Below are few relevant researches available:

Thanita Phumphaiboon (2007) studied about the promotion of ancient
community tourism. It had shown high value, unique identity, especially in the
conservation of handicraft made from gold — laden bowls of Ban Bu Community. This
handicraft is one kind of the heritage of the nation that there exists in only one place in
the country; and Ban Bu community has a lot of opportunity and readiness of
resources and location for tourism provided that tourism activities must be created
accordingly. Many government projects had failed. Analysis was made about tourism
source components which are unclear matters, especially making a plan with the
relevant person’s participation. This research had become the guideline for finding
way to solve such problem. The researcher wanted to study for community promotion
guidelines to be the community tourism sources and attitude of villagers who should
have participation to arrange tourism. Findings from the study indicated that
community tourism components were not obstructed the area promotion for tour sites
provided that the physical condition must be improved with neatness and readiness of
houses and walkways, as well as preparation for environment management system.
The community has outstanding culture, including arts display of sword fighting and
twirling baton, hospitality and Thai traditional activities, including activities of
Songkran Day, New Year Day, Giving food to monks as making merit, various ways
of earning living, both selling and trading, government service and private companies,
Thai ancient wisdom which was important and there was only one manufacturing

place in Thailand, manufacturing of gold — laden bowl manufacturing.
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It could be summarized that Ban Bu Community had tourism components
having moderate potential and it could promote the place to be the community tourism
sources; most villagers had “uncertain” level attitude as most villagers could not
visualize clean tourism, but rating was nearly reached “agree” level for tourism
promotion. Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and relevant governmental work
units should support both policy and budget in order to create a new community
tourism source that had value further. The research on promotion of ancient
community tourism having value, outstanding uniqueness, especially in conservation
of gold — laden bowl handicraft of Ban Bu Community would relate with this research
work regarding community tourism and both studies could develop tourism to connect
together through Bangkoknoi Canal.

Pradab Rianprayoon (1998) studied on “Study of Environment Development
Guidelines of Tourism Sources and Promotion of Community Economy, Talingchan
Floating Market, Bangkok Metropolis” having the objectives to propose the guidelines
and Action Plan for developing of Talingchan Floating Market, to be tourism sites and
community economic sources, to promote the income of the localities that are
considered and approved jointly with related government units, the research method
is by inter-disciplinary research, the method is to study the potential and the current
problem condition of Talingchan Floating Market regarding tourism, survey the
evaluated area by using the criteria of potential, inquiring about attitude and analyzing
the environment quality and then bring the result of potential evaluation and the
acquired problems to determine the draft of action plan for area development. Findings
indicated that floating market activities had affected water quality and found that
Talingchan Floating Market had high cultural value, showing the ways of life of
waterfront communities. Study results regarding opinion level of the action plan, the
opinion levels were not different such as highly agree with the development. Finding
regarding acceptance and possibility of the action plan for area development indicated
that influenced factors or variables on the acceptance and possibility of the action plan
were budget allocation, government policy, culture and tourism, environment,
community participation. These five factors affected the success of the action plan for

developing of areas. The confidence level 95 percent was related to this research on
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the study of area potential in promotion of waterfront tourism to connect with tour
sites at Klong Bangkoknoi and Klong Bangroundnok. The information would be the
basic information for developing several aspects for information of tourism and
generating community incomes and solving water quality problems resulted from
tourism activities.

Jintana Thinthongngam (2000) studied: “Development of Training Course
regarding Eco-tourism Management in Klong Mahasawat and Klong Yong, provided
to Members of Sub-district Administration Committee, Putthamonthon District,
Nakorn Pathom Province” having the objective to develop and evaluate the
appropriateness of the training course to give knowledge to the training participants
regarding eco-tourism management in Klong Mahasawat and Klong Yong, in order to
be guideline to related work units for applying with other work units. This research
mentioned about natural condition, culture and history. Then, the water way tourism
management should be sustainable. Eco-tourism was very appropriate because it
emphasized tourism in natural area and culture related to ecological system giving
knowledge to tourists in conservation and emphasized the participation of community
by using the principles of natural resource conservation, cultural resource, planning,
tourism development and management, in every form. It was necessary to engage
sustainable development and focused research work on the training courses. The
course detail should relate to management of eco-tourism at Klong Mahasawat and
Klong Yong. This course should relate to this research on the study of potential of
tourism source along the waterfront and lifestyles and indigenous knowledge. Klong
Mahasawat is joining with Klong Bangroundnok which can be developed into water

way tourism source.

2.5.2 Research related with unique Thai housing village and environment
Pijak Hinchiranan (2002) studied regarding unique Thai housing Chainat
Province in Nongmanorom which had unique identity local architectural features
which are unlike other places in the country, for example, housing nature, cable, wall,
group of people in Nongmanorom. The study was done by collecting samples of

density of Thai housings by using GPS to identify the position; this research
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emphasized architecture of housing, characteristics of use, construction method in the
ancient time by inquiring Thai housing owner; but the researcher did not emphasize
tourism. The research on uniqueness of Thai style in Nongmanorom, Chainat Province
had relation this research regarding studying about Thai housing environment and
Thai housing villages having uniqueness of each locality which was the important

resource of tourism promotion.

2.5.3 Other related researches

Kanyarat Sudsaed (2004) conducted the study on “Local Participation in
Environmental Conservation at Don Wai Floating market” through the area survey and
in-depth interview and descriptive statistic. Samples for data collection were consisted
of business entrepreneurs and community leaders. By using descriptive statistics, data
were collected in age, sex, education level, membership community, business type,
news acknowledgement source. Different in knowledge was not found in the
participation of conservation of Wat Don Wai Floating market. The researcher focused
on the conservation Wat Don Wai Floating Market. Participation of community will
allow development of Wat Don Wai Floating Market had success and the result of
study will be the guideline for performance so that villagers can participate in
conserving the environment and can be guidelines for sustainable development further.
This research is related to participation of community; to be the guidelines for
development and conservation of floating market or community environment further
and it is water way tourism source that can be connected even if the distance is far
away from each other for several kilometers.

Cherdchan Liangcheep conducted the study on “Appropriate
Environmental Guidelines through Local Participation in Ecotourism Activities at Wat
Don Wai Floating Market” with the objective to study tourism activities and survey
tourists’ opinions on Wat Don Wai Floating Market tourism. Findings were analyzed
and problems-solving were given priority to find appropriate guideline. The research
on environmental management at Wat Don Wai Floating Market was done as the
opinion survey among on tourists and locals through questionnaire and in-depth

interview measured from 6 activities ) making merit 2) shopping; 3) feeding fishes 4)
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foods shops tour; 5) boat sight-seeing 6) extended tour activities. Because this research
focused on tour activities, most tourism activities are quite similar based on boat-
sightseeing.

Vichuda Haicharoen (2003) studied: “Home stay Tourism Management for
Environmental Conservation at Koh Yao Noi Community, Phang-nga Province”. The
study examined home stay possibility for maintaining good environment at Koh Yao
Noi Community. Meanwhile, tourism problems, obstacles and guidelines for
problems-solving were also studied through data collection, participation, in-depth
interview and focus group. Findings indicated that Koh Yao Noi Community used four
tourism management processes, namely planning, work line arrangement, work
carrying out and control of work carrying out; the factors that contributed to create
tourism in home stay type comprised six aspects, namely fund of individual, social
fund, cultural fund, natural resource fund, economic fund and external fund. The
research found that the problems and obstacles occurring from home stay tourism
activities; the internal problems were the internal management of the committee and
the external problems were tourism management that was overlapped in the
community and overload taking care of house owners and it could be seen that natural
resources were the important basis of the community in arranging the home stay
tourism; this research was the basic information related to factors contributed to create
home stay tourism further. If there were developments of water front tourism and
water front Thai house resource use to be the guideline in promotion of tourism further

and knowing problems and obstacles from home stay tourism preparation.



Jintana Yimrueang Research Methodology / 24

CHAPTER I
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The study entitled “Studies of The Potential of Traditional Thai Houses at
Klong Bangroundnok Place for Community Tourism” focused on the area potential,
surroundings, attitude towards community needs and demands by studying community
tour sites potential. The area survey revealed physical uniqueness such as the waterfront
traditional Thai houses and local culture heritage. Meanwhile, the study was done on
attitude of community people towards tourism promotion, including the need analysis
to find limitation on tourism promotion within the community which related to cultural
tourism revealed the scores to set priority and assess results by using the criteria to prioritize
potential through questionnaires applied with the villagers and community leaders.
Acquired data were analyzed to find problems and obstacles that could be the basis for
developing community tour site at Klong Bangroundnok as well as ways to generate

local incomes. The research was fully prepared in the following details:

3.1  Survey tour sites potential

3.1.1 Preparation

Preparation involved collecting related secondary data from other agencies
and researches, including internet search on location and size of studied location, area
background, and numbers of population and existing projects as the basis for

knowledge and further research design.

3.1.2 Survey method
Data were collected by walking through the studied area, starting from
Bangkuwieng Floating Market, Wat Sri Prawat, and Wat Som Kliang, to collect the

community-based and physical-based data, tourist attractions. As for community data,
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facilities including communication connecting with other communities, especially boat

traveling route for sight-seeing.

3.2 Population and Random Sampling

3.2.1 Population

Physical data were collected for using as the indicator for area potential and
value. At the same time, the study was done on community attitude and needs towards
tourism promotion. Populations in this study were separated into 2 groups as follows:

1) Area residents living along both sides of Klong Bangroundnok, starting
from the beginning of Klong Bang Ku Wiang, Bang Ku Wiang Sub-district to Wat Sri
Prawat Community and Wat Som Kliang Community, Plai Bang Sub-district.

2) Most people involved with the area potential assessment had relationship
with the community such as questionnaire respondents, community leaders, and

government agencies, local politicians.

3.2.2 Proportionate Stratified Random Sampling

Total research samples were those living at Klong Bangroundnok
waterfront, both traditional Thai houses residents and modern homes residents.

Questionnaires were applied with 2 sample groups, Traditional Thai Houses
residents and ordinary houses residents. Accidental or Convenience sampling was applied
with 30% of Traditional Thai Houses residents and collected 34 sets of questionnaires

whereas 70% of ordinary houses residents returned 79 sets of questionnaire.

3.3 Research tools
Research tools were prepared in 2 sets to mix and match with each other.
1) Questionnaires contained 5 parts of question as follows:
Partl: Respondents basic information on social and economic conditions
Part2: Community attitude towards tourism promotion
Part 3: Assessing potential on community tour sites
Part 4: Focusing on tourism elements

Part 5: Recommendations for tourism development
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2) In-depth Interview contained 2 main questions as follows:
Part 1: community potential

Part 2: Administration and community participation

3.4  Data collection

1. Data were collected through the distributed questionnaires after sending a
letter stating research objective to the community chairman in order to gain assistance in
preparing questionnaires and collect all responses from samples. A head of household or a
marriage partner was selected from each house to act as the representative provided that
he must be over 20 years of age. Total samples chosen were 34 residents of Thai
Traditional Houses and 79 residents of ordinary waterfront homes, in 30:70 proportions.
Acquired data were recorded in the summarized table for further analysis.

2. Data were collected through In-depth Interview with concerned locals or
community leaders (Community Chairman and Committee), entrepreneurs, expert tour
representatives, Plai Bang Sub-district Municipality Mayor, Wats’ Abbots along both
sides of waterways, local politicians (Plai Bang Sub-district Municipality member).

Acquired members were concluded, arranged topic and narrated outcomes.

3.5 Data analysis and results compilation

3.5.1 Quantitative analysis was performed with frequency, percentage
and mean through the following steps:

1) Data organizing was done by selecting only questionnaires with
complete answers for further analysis.

2) Data display was done by presenting analysis data as Table with
interpretation of numbers for the descriptive statement.

3) Conclusion and interpretation was done to analyze association between
data based on the study objective as the guideline for consideration.

4) Acquired data were analyzed from the interview to conclude, arrange

topic, analyze and narrate results.
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3.5.2 Criteria for Interpretation

The general information such as basic data, surroundings and general
attitude calculated in percentage of respondents.

As for area potential assessment, data on opinion related to developing
tourism activities and attention on tourism components, scores criteria were set as follows:

The assessment divided into 5 levels in the questionnaire can be analyzed
by determining the class intervals as follows:

On general information such as basic information, surroundings and
general attitude: the value was computed in percentage of the respondents, in the part
of information of area potential evaluation, the data showed the opinion on
development of tourism activities and importance of tourism elements, having criteria

to interpret the meaning of scores, as follows:

Class interval = Highest grades — Lowest grades
Number of classes
=5-1
5
=0.80

Assessment was set in 5 levels based on the Mean with different scores

interval of 0.80 as follows:

4.21-5.00 = most
3.41-4.20 = more
2.61-3.40 = moderate
1.81-2.60 = less
1.00-1.80 = least

Outcomes were analyzed and discussed based on each research question. When
the sample’s satisfaction was at the least, less or moderate levels, it indicated

insufficiency. Therefore, samples required potential development in identified area.
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CHAPTER IV
RESULTS

This research aimed to study the potential of traditional Thai houses at
Klong Bangroundnok to promote cultural tourism at Mahasawas Sub-district,
Bangkruay District, Nonthaburi Province, Thailand. Qualitative and quantitative data
collection were conducted, including walking around to survey the community, using
non-participative observation, questionnaires and in-depth interview based on
community basic data, community tour site potential and other community tourism
elements as being stated in the following details:

4.1 Studied Community Context

4.2 Community Basic Data

4.3 Community General Attitude

4.4 Assessing Community Tour Sites Potential

4.5 Tour Sites Elements Values

4.1 Studied Community Context

4.1.1 Area Background

Bangroundnok Community is a traditional community located along the
waterfront of Klong Bangroundnok , measured 8 meters in width and 2 kilometers in
length, estimated area depth 1.5 meters (Environmental Management Unit , Bangplainang
Municipality), and paralleled with Kanchanapisek Road (Former Talinchin-Supanburi
Road), passed through Bangkungong Sub-district and Mahasawas Sub-district, Bang
Kuwieng Sub-district, Plaibang Sub-district, Bangkruay District, Nonthaburi Province.

Bang Kuwieng Sub-district, Plaibang Sub-district and Mahasawas Sub-
district with total combined areas of 15.68 square kilometers and under Plaibang

Municipality jurisdiction are comprised of 17 villages as follows:
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Bang Kuwieng Sub-district Mool-7

Plaibang Sub-district Moo 1-5

Mahasawas Sub-district Mool, 2, 6, 7, 5 (partial)

Adjacent areas are:

- The north connected to Bang Yai District which identified the area
through the division line.

The south connected to Talingchun Sub-district and Taweewattana Sub-district,

Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, divided the area at the center of Klong Mahasawas.
- The east connected to Bangkungong Sub-district and Mahasawas Sub-
district, Bangkruy District, using the division line at klong Bangko.
- The west connected to City Hall, Bangkruay District, using the district division line.
Land communication depended on 4 major roads within Municipality area.
A. Highway 340, Kanjanapisek Road (former Talingchun-Suphanburi
Road) passing through some Municipality Communities to Bangbuathong Sub-district,
Nonthaburi Province is being used as the route to Talingchun District, Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration with the following Public Transit accessing the area:
Public Buses
Air-condition Bus, Por Or 516 (former) ( Bangbuathong-Dhavet)
Air-condition Bus, Por Or 177 ( Bangbuathong-Victory Monument)
Private Buses
Air-condition Bus, Por Or 388(Pakkred-Mahidol University Salaya)
Air-condition Bus, Por Or 127 ( Bangbuathong-Royal Thai Navy Dock )
Regular Bus Bangkok -Suphanburi (New route)
- Private air-condition Van, Bangbuathong-Pata, Bangbuothong-Bangkae.
B. Plaibang Road (Bangkruay —-Jongthanom) which is the main route
inside of Plaibang Sub-district and Mahasawas Sub-district with minibus.
Wat Sriprawat-Saphanpak
Wat Sriprawat — Bangkruay District
C. Bang Kuwieng Road ( Thepsirin ~Wat Bot) is the main route of Ban
Kuwieng Sub-district
D. Archriyapap Road (Wat Somkliang- Wat Phra Nguen) is the main route
of Bang Kuwieng Sub-district and Plaibang Sub-district.
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4.1.2 Klong Bangroundnok surrounding and its use by the local community
Klong Bangroundnok is under the responsibility of Plai Bang Sub-district
Municipality and Bangkhunkong Sub-district Administration, Bangkruay District,
Nonthaburi Province. Klong Bangroundnok is parted from Klong Bangkoknoi, in
Bangkruay District which is a klong served several communities. Many outstanding
communities are located on both sides of this Klong, starting where Klong Kud
Mahasawas crossing with Klong Bangkoknoi at Wat Srirueangbun community, flowing
through Wat Huchangk until reaching Wat Poh-aen, as being shown in Figure
4.1responsible areas under Bangkuwiang and Bangkhunkong Sub-district. Along both
sides of this Klong, one can observe various local lifestyles. Because the Klong itself is
not too curvy and having tame current, water traveling can be done conveniently. Klong
Bangroundnok is estimated 5-10 meters wide and 1.5 meters deep (interviewing resident
along both sides of the Klong). Generally, it is in the favorable conditions, even with
few water barriers such as trees and branches remains, hyacinth, fishing tools, and
bridge spans which has not interfered at all with water traffic. As for water quality, it is
in rather good condition (Plaibang Sub-district Municipality Development Plan, 2009).
Many houses can be seen along the studied area, but the area from Wat
Srirueangbun to Wat Huchang is crowded with people and further from Wat Huchang
where Klong Bangkuwieng met with Klong Bangkoknoi, few people lived in that area.
To date, most land owners inherited lands from their ancestors who had made their
livings from fruits orchards. Houses in that area were built as Thai traditional houses,
with wide and open basement next to each other. Even some houses were refurbished;
same old structure still remained to be seen. Furthermore, new homes were built in the
same Thai Traditional architectural styles and decorated nicely to attract the passerby.
Some modern brick houses decorated beautifully. Moreover, many well-known
temples are located along Klong Bangroundnok waterfront, surrounded by
communities such as Wat Sriueangbun, Wat Huchang, Wat Lamud, Wat Poh-aen on
Klong Bangroundnok. For Klong Kud Mahasawat, Wat Somkliang, Wat Phraek on
Klong Mahasawat adjacent to Klong Bangroundnok and met Klong Bangkuwiang
where Wat Botbon, Wat Takian, Wat Singh can be seen. These temples are well
known and appropriate for being cultural tour sites.
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Findings from boat survey that land near the waterfront was used for living and
also agriculture. Presently, waterfront locals used boat as the vehicle to go places.
From the observation, almost all houses along the waterfront owned row boats, only
some houses owned long-tailed boats, Furthermore, boat vendors selling merchandises
and foods such as Pad Thal, tea and coffee. On average, there were 3- 5 vendor boats
offering such services daily. Findings from bus and boat survey that many housing
projects were built and many people settled down in the area since the construction of

the main road.

Figure 4-1 Lifestyles along the waterfront

4.2  Community Basic Information

4.2.1 General Basic Information
Findings from questionnaire respondents that most locals living in
traditional Thai houses and Modern houses along Klong Bangroundnok waterfront

were more women than men, 58.28 percent from Thai traditional houses and 68.35 percent
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from Modern houses. Majorities were 45 years or older, equivalence to 67.65 percent
and 68.35 percent. All samples in both groups, 61.77 percent and 68.35 percent, were

Buddhist and completed primary education as being shown in Table 4.1.

Table 4-1 General Information

General Information Traditional Thai houses | Modern houses
Number | Percent | Number | Percent
Sex
Male 14 41.18 25 31.65
Female 20 58.82 54 68.35
Total 34 100 79 100
Age
Under 25 years 2 5.88 3 3.8
25-34 years 3 8.82 6 7.59
35-44 years 6 17.65 16 20.25
45 years or higher 23 67.65 54 68.35
Total 34 100 79 100
Highest Education Completed
Primary Education 21 61.77 54 68.35
Lower Secondary Education 1 2.94 10 12.66
Upper Secondary Education 2 5.88 4 5.06
Associate Degree/ Equivalence 3 8.82 4 5.06
Bachelor’s Degree/Equivalence 6 17.65 7 8.66
Others 1 2.94 0 0
Total 34 100 79 100

Notes: Decimal derived from mean data
Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

4.2.2 Economic and Social Conditions

Economic and Social condition of questionnaire respondents were
consisted of previous domicile, monthly average income, home occupation and
residential duration.

Findings indicated that most respondents made their livings from
agriculture (orchards owners) and 52.94 percent owned traditional Thai houses and
35.44 percent were Modern houses owners. Majorities earned average monthly income
of 5001-10,000 baht or 41.18 percent and 39.24 percent. Over 80% of both samples
groups lived in the community since birth and few people moving in from other places,

14.71 percent and 15.19 percent, respectively, as being shown in Table 4.2.
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Table 4-2 Economic and Social Status

Economic and Social Status

Traditional Thai houses

Modern houses

Quantity | Percent | Quantity | Percent
Main Occupation
Government officials/ 1 2.94 6 7.59
State Enterprise employees
Private company/Bank employees 5 14.71 6 7.59
Business owners/ VVendors 3 8.82 9 11.4
Hired help 2 5.88 16 20.25
Housewives 5 14,71 14 17.72
Agriculturists ( Orchards workers) 18 52.94 28 35.44
Total 34 100 79 100
Monthly Average Income (baht)
Under 5,000 6 17.65 26 32.91
5,001-10,000 14 41.18 31 39.24
10,001-15,000 3 8.82 6 7.59
15,001-20,000 3 8.82 3 3.8
Over 20000 3 8.82 5 6.33
Others 5 14.71 8 10.13
Total 34 100 79 100
Previous Domicile
Living since birth 29 85.25 67 84.81
Moving from other locations 5 14.71 12 15.19
Total 34 100 79 100
Home Occupation
Home Owners 24 70.59 56 70.89
Renter 0 0 0 0
Residents 10 29.41 23 29.11
Others 0 0 0 0
Total 34 100 79 100
Residential Duration
Under 5 years 2 5.88 1 1.26
5-10 years 0 0 2 2.54
11-15 years 0 0 1 1.26
16-20 years 4 11.76 4 5.06
Over 20 years 28 82.36 71 89.87
Total 34 100 79 100

Notes: Decimal derived from mean data

Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

4.3 Community general attitude

Finding from both sample groups as much as 47.06 percent and 54.43 percent

that almost all visitors regarded traditional Thai houses as community unique identity.

The rest of samples stated that few visitors occasionally stopped by or hardly visit. For
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the use of Traditional Thai houses as community tour site, over half of the respondents,
52.95 percent of Traditional Thai houses samples and 70.87 percent of Modern houses
samples were not interested in opening the place for tour because had they had no stake
in such matter. However, 35.29 percent and 13.92 percent suggested only decorated
outside and few recommended setting up the stores and home stay. As for preserving
Traditional Thai houses, 85.30 percent and 72.15 percent preferred to maintain same
traditional styles. As much as 94.12 percent and 73.42 percent of samples agreed to
actively preserving the places. Finally, on the barriers to community tourism
management, 38.24 percent of Traditional Thai houses samples and 40.51 percent of

Modern houses samples simply indicated the lacking of promotion activities, followed

by insufficient facilities and its conditions and management as illustrated in Table 4.3.

Table 4-3 Community General Attitude

General Attitude Traditional Thai houses Modern houses
Number | Percent Number | Percent

Are there any visitors ever visited Traditional Thai houses at your community?
Frequently 3 8.82 4 5.06
Occasionally 15 44.12 32 40.51
Hardly 16 47.06 43 54.43

Total 34 100 79 100
Table 4-3 1 Community General Attitude (cont.)

General Attitude Traditional Thai houses Modern houses
Number | Percent Number | Percent

Do you allow the use of Thai traditional houses in your community?
Not interested 18 52.95 56 70.87
Only seeing outside decoration 12 35.29 11 13.92
Arranging for groceries stores 4 11.76 8 10.14
Arranging for home stay 0 0 4 5.06
Others 0 0 0 0

Total 34 100 79 100
What future tendency is in store for Traditional Thai houses?
Well preserved Thai traditional 29 85.3 57 72.15
houses
Regular style houses 3 8.82 18 22.78
Brick houses 2 5.88 4 5.06

Total 34 100 79 100
What do you think of preserving Traditional Thai houses?
Disagree 1 2.94 0 0
Indifference 1 2.94 21 26.58
Agree 32 94.12 58 73.42




Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. M.Sc.(En.Plan for Commun and Rural Dev.) / 35

General Attitude Traditional Thai houses Modern houses
Number Percent Number | Percent

Others 0 0 0 0

Total 34 100 79 100
What are the barriers to community tourism management in your opinion?
Location outside tour routes 2 5.88 4 5.06
Facilities conditions 10 29.41 24 30.38
Insufficient facilities 2 5.88 10 12.66
Management 7 20.59 9 11.39
Lacking promotion activities 13 38.24 32 40.51

Total 34 100 79 100

Notes: Decimal derived from mean data
Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

4.4  Tour sites potential assessment

Klong Bangroundnok tour sites potential assessment was divided into the
following six areas: tour sites resources and environment, well- known tour sites, tour
sites accessibility, tour sites basic facilities, tour sites well-being and safety and local

participation in tourism. Detail explanations were included in the Appendix.

4.4.1 Tour Sites Resources and Environment

Overall findings from the study in tour sites resources and environment
indicated moderate rating (3.25 and 3.34 for Traditional Thai houses and Modern
houses). As for beauty and values of Traditional Thai houses, it received high rating
from Traditional Thai houses samples (mean 3.64) while samples from Modern houses
rated this item moderately (mean 3.21). Meanwhile, samples from both groups gave
high rating for overall conditions of Traditional Thai houses along both sides of Klong
(mean 3.58 for Traditional Thai houses and 3.43 for Modern houses) due to its
outstanding architectural styles which made this area quite unique. For overall
community environmental surroundings along both sides of Klong Bangroundnok |,
samples from both groups rated high (mean 3.41). Regarding Community Traditional
Thai houses architectural styles, it was moderately rated among samples from
Traditional Thai houses (mean 3.05) partly from thinking that no one paid much
attention to its values and perhaps the next generation had no desire to preserve
Traditional Thai houses. On the contrary, samples from Modern houses recognized the

benefit of Traditional Thai houses to generate community income more than the
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former group (mean 3.64). As for Klong Bangroundnok and community cleanliness,
samples from both groups gave low and moderate rating, respectively (2.58 for

Traditional Thai houses and 3.05 for Modern houses) as being shown in Table 4.4.

Table 4-4 Tour Sites Resources and Environment

Traditional Thai Modern houses
Resources and Environment houses

Mean Criteria Mean | Criteria
Overall conditions of Thai traditional | 3.58 High 3.43 High
houses along both sides of Klong
Beauty and values of Thai traditional | 3.64 High 3.21 Moderate
houses
Overall community environmental | 3.41 High 3.41 High
surroundings
Klong Bangroundnok and community | 2.58 Low 3.05 Moderate
cleanliness
Community Thai traditional houses | 3.05 Moderate 3.64 High
architectural styles

Notes: Decimal derived from mean data
Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

4.4.2 Well-known tour sites

By all mean, Traditional Thai houses samples focused highly on the well-
known sites (mean 3.43) while Modern houses samples were moderately rated (mean 3.14).
Regarding well-known temples in the surrounding tour sites such as Wat Hu Chang ,
Wat Takian , Wat Phraek , Wat Somklaing , Wat Sri Prawat, samples in both groups
also rated high (3.47 and 3.62 for Thai Traditional House and Modern houses). As for
Floating Markets at Wat Takhian , Wat Sri Prawat , Bang Kuwieng , they received
high rating as well (3.67 and 3.53 for Traditional Thai houses and Modern houses)
whereas item such as decorating houses with flowers received high rating among
Traditional Thai houses samples while the same items showed moderate rating from
Modern houses samples ( 3.5 and 2.92). For touring fruits and Durian orchards and
cruising boat, samples from both groups rated them at moderate level (3.08 and 3.47
for Traditional Thai houses and 2.7, 2.92 for Modern houses).
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Traditional Thai Modern houses
Well-known Tour Sites houses

Mean Level Mean Level
Wat Hu Chang , Wat Bot , Wat Lamud ,
Wat Sri Rueang Bun, Wat Sri Prawat , . .
Wat Som Kliagg , Wat Takhian , Wat 347 High 3.62 High
Phraer , Wat Boaen
Wat Sri Prawat Floating Market , Bang | 3.67 high 3.53 Moderate
Kuwieng Floating Market, Wat Takhian
Floating Market
Regular and Decorating Flowers Tour | 3.50 High 291 Moderate
Roads
Long Stem Durian Orchards 3.08 moderate | 2.70 Moderate
Cruising Boat 3.47 High 2.92 Moderate
Total 3.43 High 3.13 | Moderate

Notes: Decimal derived from mean data

Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

4.4.3 Tour sites accessibility

Regarding community tour sites convenience, samples from both groups

gave high rating (3.47 and 3.43 for Traditional Thai houses and Modern houses). As

for tour boat traveling convenience, both groups also rated high (3.47 and 3.49 for

Traditional Thai houses and Modern houses).

Table 4-6 Areas Accessibility

Traditional Thai

Modern houses

Accessibility houses
Mean Level Mean Level
Community tour sites traveling | 3.47 High 3.43 High
convenience
Tour boat traveling convenience 3.47 High 3.49 High
Total 3.47 High 3.46 High

Notes: Decimal derived from mean data

Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

4.4.4 Tour sites basic facilities

Both sample groups moderately rated parking and piers, collecting garbage

and/numbers of available garbage bins with almost similar mean (3.2 for Traditional Thai

houses and Modern houses). Items such as public telephone service and toilets (2.88 for

Traditional Thai houses and 2.97 for Modern houses) were moderately rated whereas

Information Service Center and direction signs showed low level (2.53 for both groups).
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Table 4-7 Tour Sites Basic Facilities

Traditional Thai Modern houses

Basic Facilities houses
Mean Level Mean Level
Parking / Piers 3.20 Moderate 3.21 Moderate

Garbage pickup / available garbage 3.23 Moderate 3.20 Moderate
bins

Public telephone service / Toilets 2.88 Moderate 2.97 Moderate

Total mean 3.10 Moderate 3.12 Moderate

Notes: Decimal derived from mean data
Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

4.45 Tour sites well-beings and safety
From group inquiry, it was found that both sample groups rated low in items

such as Tourist Centers / Tour Security Booth, safety system while visiting tour sites (2.38

for both groups).
Table 4-8 Tour Sites Well-being and Safety
Traditional Thai Modern houses
Welfare and Safety houses
Mean Level Mean Level
Tourist Center/Tour Security Booth 2.17 Low 2.29 Low
Tourist Security System 2.47 Low 2.41 Low
Safety while visiting tour sites 2.52 Low 2.41 Low
Total 2.38 Low 2.37 Low

Note: Decimal derived from mean data
Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

4.4.6 Local Participation in Tourism

Sample groups total mean were moderate. For item such as keeping
community unique identity, both Traditional Thai House and Modern House samples
rated them at moderate level, but the former gave slightly higher rate than the latter
(mean = 3.11 and 2.75, respectively). Regarding community participation in tour
management, arranging community tour management, samples rated moderately, but
Traditional Thai House samples had higher mean value (3.2 and 2.84, respectively).
Regarding guideline for developing community as tour site, traditional Thai houses gave

more mean value than modern house sample groups (3.26 and 2.92, respectively).
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Traditional Thai Modern houses
Local Participation houses
Mean Level Mean Level
Preserving community unique identity 3.11 Moderate 2.75 Moderate
Community participation in waterfront | 3.20 Moderate 2.84 Moderate
tourism management
Guideline for tourism development 3.26 Moderate 2.92 Moderate
Total 3.19 Moderate | 2.83 | Moderate

Note: Decimal derived from mean data

Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

Traditional Thai houses assessing potential

community at Klong Bangroundnok was arranged in priority as follows:

Table 4-10 Traditional Thai houses Potential Assessment Priority

in developing tourism

Potential Assessment Priority Traditional That houses
Mean Level
Tour sites accessibility 3.47 High
Well-known tour sites 3.43 High
Tour sites resources and environment 3.25 High
Tour sites local participation 3.19 Moderate
Tour sites basic facilities 3.10 Moderate
Tour sites welfare and safety 2.83 Low
Total 3.13 Moderate

Table 4-11 Modern houses Potential Assessment Priority

Modern houses
Potential Assessment Priority
Mean Level
Tour sites accessibility 3.46 Moderate
Well-known tour sites 3.34 Moderate
Tour sites resources and environment 3.13 Moderate
Tour sites local participation 3.13 Moderate
Tour sites basic facilities 3.83 Moderate
Tour sites welfare and safety 2.38 Low
Total mean 3.13 Moderate
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The above table indicated that Traditional Thai houses samples focused on
tour sites accessibility and well-known tour sites by rating them at high level quite
contrary to Modern houses samples that rated these areas at moderate level. As for
local participation in maintaining tour sites, tour sites basic facilities, tour sites welfare

and safety, both sample groups rated these items in the same level.

4.5 Tour Sites Components

The focus on tour sites components was on tour site attraction in several
communities outstanding and interesting places related to the community tourism
activities and facilities readiness.

Tour Sites Attraction

Findings from the study of community tour sites attraction indicated that
on community unique identity, both sample groups rated Traditional Thai houses and
Modern houses at moderate levels 2.79 and 2.32. Through inquiry, the respondents
regarded Traditional Thai houses as non-attractive site in comparison with community
annual cultural activities such as offering foods to monks by boat, or Lent candle
water procession that received mean rating as high as 3.97 and 3.46 for Traditional
Thai houses and Modern houses, respectively, judging from outsiders’ acceptance. For
other floating markets and walking through community to see Traditional Thai houses,
they gave high scores of 3.02 and 3.16, respectively whereas Modern houses received
moderate scores 3.02 and 3.16, respectively. Regarding the visit to regular and
decorate flowers gardens, it received moderate scores of 3.03 and 2.91. For boat sight-

seeing, samples rated at moderate level with mean 3.38 and 2.97, respectively.

Table 4-12 Tourist Attraction Scores

Tourist Attraction Traditional Thai Modern House
House
Mean Level Mean Level
1.Unique Community Identity such | 2.79 Moderate 2.32 Low

as Thai Traditional House

2.Religious Monuments such as| 3.32 Moderate 2.87 Moderate
temples

3.Visiting regular and decorating | 3.03 Moderate 291 Moderate
flowers gardens
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Tourist Attraction Traditional Thai Modern House
House

4. Annual customs such as, making 3.97 High 3.46 High
merit, offering foods to monks by
boats
5. Waterway sightseeing 3.38 Moderate 2.97 Moderate
6. Visiting Floating Markets at Wat 3.5 High 3.02 Moderate
Sign, Wat Sa Bot, Wat Takhian
7. Pay homage to Buddha images 3.35 Moderate 3.03 Moderate
along the waterfront temples
8. Walking through the community 3.47 High 3.16 Moderate
along historical route

Notes: Decimal derived from mean data
Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

Tour Sites Facilities Readiness

Findings facilities significance in community tour sites indicated that both
sample groups focused on the similar aspect or the sidewalk with the mean of 3.47 and
3.70 for Traditional Thai houses and Modern houses, respectively, followed by fence,
wall, traffic poles with the mean of 3.29 and 3.25. As for activity court and multi-purpose
court, they showed the mean of 3.50 and 3.44 whereas Tourists Service Center
providing service to tourists having the mean of 3.73 and 3.60; pavilions on road side,
having the mean of 3.75 and 3.64; piers for tourists, having the mean of 3.79 and
3.67, pavilion on piers, having the mean of 3.97 and 3.68, tourist cruiser, having the
mean of 4.08 and 3.68, shops, food shops and beverage shops, having the mean of
3.82 and 3.58; sun roof having the mean of 3.50 and 3.51, public toilets, having the
mean of 3.82 and 3.73; way indicator sign, having the mean of 3.76 and 3.87,
advertisement, having the mean of 4.00 and 3.63 and garbage bins, having the mean of
4.11 and 3.87, respectively.

For the focus on tour site facilities, it was found that both sample groups
gave high marks on all items, except fences, walls and traffic poles which received

moderate marks.
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Table 4-13 Tour Sites Facilities Scores

Facilities Traditional Thai Modern houses
houses
Mean | Level Mean | Level

1. Sidewalks 3.47 High 3.70 High
2.Fences, walls and traffic poles 3.29 Moderate 3.25 Moderate
3.Activity Courts 3.50 High 3.44 High
4.Tourist Service Center 3.73 High 3.60 High
5. Roadside Pavilion 3.73 High 3.64 High
6. Tourists Piers 3.79 High 3.67 High
7. Pier Pavilions 3.97 High 3.68 High
8. Sight-seeing boats 4.08 High 3.68 High
9. Groceries stores, restaurants 3.82 High 3.58 High
10. Sun roof 3.50 High 3.51 High
11. Public toilets 3.82 High 3.73 High
12. Road Signs 3.76 High 3.87 High
13.Billboards/ Tourist attraction signs 4.00 High 3.63 High
14. Garbage bins 411 High 3.87 High

Note: Decimal derived from mean data

Source: Questionnaire results compilation, researcher

The interview was conducted in 3 major aspects, including community
potential, community management and participation by focusing on community
participation because of its influence on tourism development to coordinate with
outside public and private sectors for community’s benefits.

Local people in the studied area were interviews and classified into the
following 3 groups:

1. A group of 7 community leaders

The interview on seven community leaders, including 7 village headmen
indicated that most community wanted the government and private agencies to
actively promote community tourism, especially on unknown Traditional Thai houses.
As a result, locals were fully cooperated by hoping to create more local employment
and raise community awareness in community unique lifestyle so they could welcome
and greet the tourists with open heart.

2. A group of 2 officers selected from Plaibang Sub-district Municipal

Interviewing with Plaibang Sub-district Municipality employees revealed
that no particular division responsible for tourism promotion. Often, many tasks

related to Municipality chores such as making the area clean and tidy. Most informants
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mentioned of no specific divisions assigned such responsibility. However, the
Municipality agreed to cooperate with the community for better tour quality.

3. Agroup of 3 cruise boat drivers at Wat Takhian Floating Market

Interviewing outcomes indicated that those cruise boat drivers who had
been living in Klong Bangroundnok areas offered cruising boats service in Wat
Takhian Floating Market for 200 — 300 baht per boat. Somehow, most tourists visiting
the area were not known of this particular service. According to the boat drivers, most
people came to the temples only to make merit, hoping to chase away bad luck. As a
matter of fact, most tour sites located in unfamiliar locations. Even if the cruise boat
drivers were willing to cooperate; they did not know what to do or where to start.

By all, community tourism management required community participation,
including involvement in conducting activities and receiving benefits. Moreover,
additional factors for promoting tourism management among the locals were
understanding community’s lifestyles, locals’ livelihoods, daily works. Some locals
were business owners such as own fruits orchards, rice paddies which prevented them
from actively participate in community tourism promotion. However, they had
cooperated by keeping their houses on the waterfront nice appearance so the
community could benefit from clean environment surrounding Klong Bangroundnok
Floating Market. In tourism promotion, it is crucial for all concerned parties to truly
understand community tourism aspects so tourism resources could be utilized in full

potential.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

This study intended to present community tourism potential in 3 main
aspects by assessing area potential for promoting tourism as traditional Thai houses at
Klong Bangroundnok community as well as assessing potential use of Klong
Bangroundnok to promote tourism, including the study of locals’ attitude towards
community tourism promotion as the guideline for developing tourism. Findings are

being concluded as follows:

5.1 Studying Area Potential

5.1.1 Community households conditions

Klong Bangroundnok community is currently living as a group settled
along the waterways and small Klong connected to the main Klong. The families built
their homes next to each other in own orchards near the temple which considered the
Community Center. Buildings from the past remained to be seen in the area such as
traditional Thai houses, two-storey wooden houses, boat docks, shops and grocery
stores along the waterfront. Some inherited houses were refurbished, but maintained
the traditional structure. However, along the waterfront, some homes were built in
modern styles with bricks.

To date, many commercial real estates have expanded their projects into
both sides of Klong Bangroundnok. More modern homes can be seen among
traditional houses and agricultural areas. Most waterfront houses are decorated with

beautiful flowers and ornaments for the passersby to enjoy the scenery.

5.1.2 Waterway Lifestyles
Other than seeing the natural surrounding of Klong Bangroundnok

community, local lifestyles along the waterfront can be observed as well. Earlier, local
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living near the waterfront depended on the Klong for consumption and transportation.
To date, with clean water provided by the Water work Authority, only few houses still
using water from the Klong. The familiar pictures along the waterfront are local fishing,
traveling by boat to see each other or buying merchandise. Boat vendors are selling their
merchandise along the waterfront or nearby Klongs such sweetmeats, fruits, noodles,
and soy sauce duck over rice in the surrounding communities of Klong Bangroundnok.
Even though, available merchandises may be in small quantities, these merchandise
boats still provided valuable services to those living further away from the road and
market and unable to travel outside the community to buy foods everyday.

At present, such lifestyle is hardly existed, especially in the area located near the
capital. Therefore, most tourists visiting the waterfront community were impressed with the
pleasant pictures and never thought that such area is still remained to be seen. Moreover,

visitors also enjoyed locals’ hospitality when they waved their hands greeting visitors.

5.2  Klong Bangroundnok Community Tourism Potential Development

Analysis results are summarized as follows:

1. Tourism Resources

Findings indicated that the community had potential for developing
tourism resource as the tour site, considering community unique identity in traditional
Thai houses, beautiful sceneries, lifestyles along the waterfront and tour sites for
tourists to visit such as temples and fruits orchards. However, key attraction of water
tourism depended on the cleanliness of Klong which was rated less or moderate level
by the questionnaire respondents. Furthermore, waterfront lifestyles must be well
maintained to slow down the negative change.

2. Well-known tour sites

Findings from the study indicated that many well-known tour sites are
located inside the area have potential for being community tour sites, especially
temples and local customs. Most respondents rated very high because of well-known
Wats in the area maintained their ancient monuments and objects. To date, many Wats
such as Wat Sri Rueang Bun, Wat Lamud, Wat Somkliang, Wat Phraek, Wat Sri
Prawat are acting as the Community Center and few interesting floating markets at
Wat Takhian, Wat Sri Prawat.
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3. Tour site accessibility

Findings indicated that community had access potential suitable for developing
tour site, judging from community location not too far from the capital city, Bangkok.
On the subject of area accessibility by boat, respondents rated very high because the area
can be reached either by boat or car.

4. Area Facilities

Findings indicated that in developing Klong Bangroundnok for tour site,
improvement on area facilities is needed. Field survey revealed insufficient parking at
the pier, including unprepared facilities because tourism has not been fully developed.
Only each temple has owned toilet. As for community garbage cans, they were not
enough and placed in the appropriated locations.

5. Tour site Welfare and Safety

Findings indicated that community gave less attention on safety, perhaps
from undeveloped tour sites. Regarding tourist security booth, safety system and
safety while visiting area, they had less potential, due to inactively organized
community tourism. Even the floating markets started to be known among the public,
so far the firm security system had not been developed.

6. Community Participation

Findings indicated that community involvement was crucial in developing
community as a tour site. Unfortunately, the locals had not paid too much attention on
preserving local unique identity, judging from moderate community potential and
participation. Normally, tour site administration is the tour site officers’ duties, but
they have not set up concrete directions, policies or common guidelines for
community tour. Moreover, local people are lacking knowledge and understanding in

tourism and how to utilize tourism for own benefits.

5.3 Klong Bangroundnok Community Tourism Developing Components

In developing tourism at Klong Bangroundnok community, the following
components which contributed to its success that truly benefited the community must
be taken into consideration.
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1. Community Participation

Community involvement was crucial in developing community tour site
because the locals would be affected, positively, negatively, directly and indirectly,
more or less depended on the different nature and involvement. Therefore, in the
waterfront community development and management, locals and concerned
government agencies and private companies must cooperate with each other. There is
a need for appointing community tourism committee to facilitate administration and
properly manage with full understanding of area and locals.

Allowing community stakeholders to get involve is necessary because they
can learn to work together to search for problem and its cause righteously, including
assessing results and continuing plan improvements, leading to learning work process
and awareness of being joint-owner of natural resources with unique local identity
worth preserving and community surroundings that can generate community current
and future income.

2. Expected Benefits

Klong Bangroundnok community tour could benefit the locals such as
creating local employment, paying local taxes. With tourists visiting the community,
more jobs wee created for the locals such as selling local fruits and vegetables.

3. Good resources and environmental foundation

The current selling point of waterfront community is the environment or
surrounding conditions of Klong Bangroundnok community. Therefore, any actions or
changes that may alter its natural state, reduce value are improper. Environmental

friendly is essential for developing Klong Bangroundnok community tourism.

5.4  Guidelines for Community Tourism Resources

1. Being a tour site connected to nearby tour sites through Klongs and
waterways such as Talingchun and Taweewattana Districts or those tour sites along
Chao Phraya River allowed the tourists visiting nearby tour sites access Klong
Bangroundnok and extended their trips from Klong Bangroundnok to the other areas.
Because of the area connected to other nearby tour sites, land and water, visitors can

make up their minds to visit the area easier.
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2. Government tourism promotion and growing trend

Tourism has become an industry that the government focused on public
relations and promotion to attract both Thais and foreign visitors to tour Thailand so
they could enjoy cultural tourism, observe local lifestyles. Moreover, Klongs and
ditches in Bangkok and her vicinities were being cleaned for tour companies to
arrange sight-seeing in those areas.
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