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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the potential of the waterfront traditional Thai
house community at Klong Bangroundrnok, Bangkruay Distric, Nonthaburi Province, Thailand for
tourism development, to evaluate the utilization of tradition Thai houses which are considered to possess
the unique identity of the community, and to survey the attitudes of the community’s participants toward
the case for tourism development. The study was conducted using both qualitative and quantitative
methods to collect and evaluate the data. The sample was divided into three groups: 1) modern home
owners, 2) traditional Thai home owners, and 3) local participants such as the leaders of communities,
municipality officers and boat drivers from Wat Takhian Floating Market. Structured interviews were
conducted with the owner of modern and traditional Thai house while in-depth interviews were collected
fromthe group of community leaders, municipal officers and boat drivers.

The findings indicated that the Klong Bangroundnok community has enough potential for
tourism development due to an active provision of local lifestyle resources and community tourism
resources. Regarding tourism resources for community site potential evaluation,there were problems with
insufficient community facilities; such as public toilets and piers, as well as a failure to provide safety and
well-being for tourists. Both items were ranked as low level. Tourism resources, community environment,
and well-known sites were ranked as high level. Meanwhile, the sample had concerns that tour facilities
should be part of tourism promotion and gave this a high rating. Regarding tour site attractions, the
participants focused on traditional culture and suggested community tourism development at Klong
Bangroundnok to include visiting the unique traditional Thai house by boat, to observe the locals’ lifestyles
along the waterfront. However, there were no definite tourism activities that were outstanding enough to

be presented as the key tourism resource in this study.
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