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ABSTRACT

The present study was cross-sectional descriptive research which aimed at
investigating the lack of antenatal care and the factors associated with the lack of antenatal care
among postpartum mothers at hospitals under the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. The
study sample consisted of 362 postpartum mothers who delivered at a tertiary hospital under the
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. Data were collected by means of the demographic
characteristics questionnaire, the attitudes toward pregnancy and antenatal care questionnaire, the
access to healthcare and antenatal care questionnaire, and the social support questionnaire. Data
were analyzed using Chi-square test and odds ratio. The findings revealed that the prevalence rate
of the lack of antenatal care at a tertiary hospital under the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
was 9.39%. In addition, the number of living children, marital status, attitudes toward pregnancy
and antenatal care, sufficiency of income, access to healthcare and antenatal care, medical
reimbursements, and social support were associated with the lack of antenatal care among
postpartum mothers with statistical significance (y* = 13.237, p < 0.001; x* = 14.041, p = 0.002;
¥?=15.927, p < 0.001; x> =7.794, p = 0.005; y* = 5.998, p = 0.014; x* = 15.785, p < 0.001; and
x? = 15.310, p < 0.001, respectively). In regards to the pregnancy outcomes, it was found that
mothers who lacked antenatal care had 4.88 times higher chances to have premature delivery and
15.77 times higher chances to have APGAR scores of their newborn infants. Five minutes after
birth these scores were seven points lower than when compared to postpartum mothers who had
antenatal care (OR = 4.88, 95% CI = 2.21-10.74 and OR = 15.77, 95% CI = 2.54-98.01,
respectively).

Based on the findings of this study, it is recommended that public health
administrators should devise a proactive policy to offer antenatal care among pregnant women
with high risks from the lack of antenatal care who are living in the areas under their
responsibility to ensure better access to antenatal care.
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