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NANTACHAI BOONKOB: THE COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE VERNACULAR 
HOUSES AND VILLAGES IN LOWER SONGKRAM RIVER BETWEEN UPLAND COMMUNITY 
“BAAN KOK” AND RIVER-BASED COMMUNITY “BAAN NAM”. THESIS ADVISOR : 
PROF.ORNSIRI PANIN. 107 pp.�

The settlement following the development of Khong River could divide into two 
groups; Baan Kok and Baan Nam (waterfront) people. Overall areas were lowland, or so-
called “Pabung Patam”. Majority of people earned their living by fishery in great flood season 
and rice-farming for consumption in neap season. This resulted that their way of living are 
different from northeastern people who do rice-farming by relying on dike or dam primarily. 
The village type at the bottom Songkram River laid both real house and raft which were used 
as instrument for everyday livelihood. This resulted in the change of real residence space 
which once has been used to do rice-farming. Ban Kok residence had to be adjusted 
consistently with the environment and the way of abundant fishery. In addition, the residence 
type has been developed into transient habitation, Ban Nam. Therefore an examination of 
interrelation comparison of Ban Kok and Ban Nam that might affect the house type and 
fishery occupation at the bottom of Songkram River was conducted and highlighted to find out 
the effective environmental solution and in context of sustainable interdependency, and to 
investigate what the difference and similarity the empty space occupied by the house were 
utilized between water and land culture in upper northwestern Thailand.  

The results have revealed that the ecological variation of the bottom Songkram 
River has directly impacted the people’s settlement. In Ban Kok community, the distribution 
scheme was typical of group and be characterized of peripheral. This is because of the main 
dependence of land resource and the faith in ecological system that has been inherited from 
generation to generation. On the other than, Ban Nam community, the distribution scheme 
was adhered along the stream and branch rivers. As Ban Nam community economics was 
more profitable than Ban Kok economics, resulting that people immigrated to make 
exploitation and having affected the residence type and utility space of household directly, 
and the change of occupation; for examples, civil servant and merchant. Some quit their 
routine career while the way of living among fishermen has still emphasized the ecological 
environment in water stream and Pabung Patam.  

The development of Ban Kok house type has been succeeded into Ban Nam 
residence because the communities are common in the ecology and environment and race 
relationship. As a result, their ways of living are different while residence type and utility space 
are the same.  However, both communities need for change. With irreparable materials of the 
building, it causes greater maintenance expense than revamping into masonry. Anyway, 
these patterns and values have still existed in Ban Kok and BanNam community. 
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