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This thesis aims to study the ecological surroundings which associate with the 
settlement and vernacular architecture of the Thai Phuan in Ban Bang Ma Fuang, 
Chachoengsao Province. The tradition and culture of agricultural community, both 
the abstract and concrete aspects, were studied, along with the local wisdom and 
technology, development found in houses, and influence on forms of vernacular 
architecture. More importantly, the study of the previous settlement of people before 
moving to Ban Bang Ma Fuang was also done. There were also the comparative 
studies of ways of settlement, forms, and building orientations which could indicate 
the development, especially in similarities and differences of Thai Phuan house.

The data was collected through academic documents, surveys, 
measurements, observations, and discussions with the locals and their heads in Ban 
Bang Ma Fuang, Chachoengsao Province as well as Ban Na-U, Ban Khum Roang 
See, and Ban Phia Wat in Muang Khun, Chiang Khwang Subdistrict of Laos to find 
out the ecological systems and aspects which related to Thai Phuan vernacular 
architecture.

It was found that the main factor for people to choose the location for their 
settlement is water, which is especially used for farming as water, farm, forest, and 
house are the identity of the components of Thai Phuan settlement.

However, there have been changes in Thai Phuan house due to the 
environment, the increasing number of members in community, the arrival of people 
from other areas who bring different values, and the deterioration of houses. 

In addition, it was also found that the change in Thai Phuan architecture is 
based on the old structure. The traditional style of houses has been changed to be 
more private, the roof becomes less steep, along with other contemporary changes, 
depending on people’s social status, which are different. 

Local wisdom and technology still exist, but with adaptation from the 
surroundings so as to suit their ways of life. 
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