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This thesis aims to design residential and commercial row houses of Thai-Chinese communities on 

Nakorn Nai and Nakorn Nok roads in Songkhla Province.The design emphasizes on Chinese patterns of 

connection space and space which reflect residents’ behavior, culture, and beliefs.  The design also attempted 

to mix Chinese culture with that of the local which is considered valuable to preserve.  Furthermore, the 

architectural design likewise helps to develop Thai-Chinese communities in the old Songkhla City to have better 

condition and be sustainable and suitable for contemporary life styles. 

Data for architectural design based on literature research, fieldworks, and interviews.  Residents 

and local people were asked about their requirement.  Chinese architecture and row houses in Thailand and 

Southeast Asia were studied and analyzed, for example those in Phuket, Phang Nga, and Pattani, southern 

Thailand; in Penang and Malacca, Malaysia; and in Hanoi and Hoi An, Vietnam.  These communities are where 

Chinese immigrants resided and their identities have been preserved.  Since this architectural design project 

also aims to preserve valuable traditional Thai-Chinese row houses in the area and help the community to be able 

to take care of itself. Case studies of architectural preservation and development were likewise studied, in 

particular ones which are developed to appropriate for present day requirement, for instance the conservation 

project of historical cities on the banks of Yangtze River, China; the historical cities project around Hanoi and Hoi 

An, Vietnam; the conservation project of historical city, Malacca, Malaysia. 

Types of architectural design and development of row houses on Nakorn Nai and Nakorn Nok 

roads in Songkhla Province can be divided into four groups, according to building and surrounding condition, 

namely rebuilt, renovated, and conserved row houses as well as designed open space.  They were designed to 

appropriate with contemporary life styles and based on Chinese beliefs; theories and philosophies of post 

modern; and theories of sustainable architecture. Chinese beliefs include Feng sui, Ying-yang, Taoism, 

supernaturalism, and ancestor and nature worship.   

As architectural design also aims to help the communities to be sustainable; people to have good 

life quality; and their old activities and functions to be further developed.  The architectural design includes 

community museum and common area where history of the community and the areas are exhibited and local 

people can gather and meet regarding to community matters. The architecture of row houses in Songkhla 

Province are designed to suit present day lives; reflect people soul; conserve traditional architecture and 

community; and raise life quality of local people.   
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