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POLSIN BOONSIRI : THE ALTERNATIVE MONEY FOR EXCHANGE IN
COMMUNITY STORE : A CASE STUDY OF AGRICULTURAL DEMONSTRATION CENTER,
THA SAO SUB-DISTRICT, SAlI YOK DISTRICT, KANCHANABURI PROVINCE. THESIS
ADVISOR : KRISADA PACHRAVANICH, Ph.D. 157 pp.

The objective of this research was to study the history of the use of Alternative Money
system, factors and benefits affecting to the decision making to use the above system in order
to be a means of exchanging in the community shops and stores and to study the results,
processes, problem, and obstacles encountered along the way. The sample group for this
research is the members of the agricultural demonstration center, Tha Sao sub-district, Sai
Yok district, Karnjanaburi, totaling 326 persons. The determination of the sample utilized the
process of Yamane with the confident level of 95%. The total number of sample is 180
persons.

The research results were found that the Alternative Money system had been in use
abroad for a long time already. Presently there were more than 1,900 systems worldwide, for
example; Time Dollar system, Ithaca hour system, Tlaloc system used in Mexico, Wat System
in Japan and Boon Gud Chum system here in Thailand. Alternative Money system had been
used as a tool to reduce the external debt burden and also as a means in the endeavor for
rural community to become self-sufficient and to strengthen the community economy. The
trial of using alternative money such as coupon for exchange in community shops and stores
in Sub district Ta Sang it was found that the most reason for choosing community coupon
was that it helped save the conventional money (Baht) and increased the saving 63.9% and
the next was that it help increase sales of the products within the community 39.4%. The first
month of the total rotation of coupon 991 times and next month rotation of the coupon amount
is 1438 times higher. The experiment of alternative Money system of exchanging in the Tha
Sao community shops and stores. Although it is new and first in Thailand to be used by
community shops and stores, Commitment and involvement think part of the community
leaders and members of the community. Define the use of coupons community lifestyle that is
consistent with the community and can add strength to the community. Makes self-reliance
and community and Create a sustainable community.
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