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The three objectives of the study were 1) to examine people’s participation in
forest resource conservation in the Mae Srouy watershed area, Mae Srouy Subdistrict,
Mae Srouy District, Chiangrai Province; 2) to identify the factors affecting their
participation in forest resource conservation ; and 3) to point out the problems in
conserving forest resources. A questionnaire was employed to collect the data from 275
people living in the Mae Srouy watershed area, Mae Srouy Subdistrict, Mae S;ouy
District, Chiangrai Province. Percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test

(One Way ANOVA) were used to analyze the data.

Findings

Most of the respondents were male. The average age was 42.63 Almost half
were 41-50 years old. Most were married and lived with their spouses. Their education
was not beyond primary school. They were mainly farmers (rice fields, plantations and
orchards). The average household income was 2,678.565 baht a month. The majority
earned a monthly income of 2,500 baht or less. Most of them lived in the area for more

than 20 years and had never undergone any training.
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As a whole, they received related news from different sources at a moderate
frequency. They received information from television most often, followed by wvoice
media, printed media, and people respectively.

Most of the respondents expected to gain benefits from forest resource
conservation at a moderate level, but had a knowledge and understanding about it at a
high level.

Their participation in all respects of forest resource conservation was found to be
moderate. They participated most in planning to conserve forest resources, followed by
supporting the task of forest resource conservation and analyzing the forest problems,
respectively.

The factors affecting their participation in forest resource conservation were
age, marital status, income , number of residential years, receiving or not receiving
training on forest natural resource conservation , access to related information, and
knowledge and understanding about forest resource conservation.

Problems and obstacles. The people did not participate in forest resource
conservation as much as they should. Currently, many natural resources and the
environment have been destroyed. There was lack of budget to support the
conservation take. Also, the personnel was inadequate and did not work seriously. The
people still lacked a correct knowledge and understanding about forest resource

conservation. News about the conservation was not adequately spread to the public.

Recommendations

1. Agencies concerned should provide enough budget and personnel for the
area. A policy , plan and activities for forest resource conservation should be clearly
set.

2. Cooperation should be sought from the public and the private sectors in terms
of budget and technical assistance. Local people and local leaders should be
encouraged to help analyze the problem, set a plan for forest resource conservation and
seriously follow up and evaluate the results systematicaily.

3. People in the area should be educated to have a good knowledge and
understanding about forest resource conservation and correct utilization of forests, so
that they will realize the importance and the problems of forest resource in the area.

4. More public relations should be carried out concerning forest resource

conservation in the area. This can be done through such media as television and

community radio.



