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The study was conducted for three objectives : (1) to investigate the expected
social role and actual social role of monks as perceived by people in Don Muang
District, Bangkok, (2) to compare the difference between the expected and the actual
social roles of monks, and (3) to identify the factors influencing the people’s perception
of the expected and the actual social roles of monks. A questionnaire was employed to
collect the data from 204 people in Don Muang District, Bangkok. Percentage mean
and standard deviation were used to describe the data and t-test and F-test to test the
hypotheses at the 0.05 level. ‘

The findings were summed up as follows:

1. Overall, the social role performed by monks was highly expected by the
people. The four highly expected social roles were administration (observing Buddhist
principles), public amenities, spreading of Buddhism, and Buddhist education.
However, the actual social role of monks was moderately satisfying, with public activities
receiving the highest mean, followed by administration (observing Buddhist principles)
and spreading of Buddhism, respectively.

2. When the expected role and the actual role were compared, it was found that
the people had high expectation from monks' social role, while the latter's actual social
role was only moderately satisfying.

3. The factors influencing the people’s perception of the expected social role of

monks were age, education, occupation, listening to preaching, access to Buddhism-
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spreading media, joining temple and community activities, and receiving news about
monks. On the other hand, age, education, occupation, access to Buddhism-spreading
media, joining temple and community activities and receiving news about monks were

found to have influence on the people’s perception on the actual social role of monks.

Recommendations

1. Administration (Observing the Buddhist principles). Monks should strictly
follow Buddhist principles. The administrative monks at all levels, from the regional level
to the provincial, district, sub district levels and to the abbot should seriously control
monks and impose regulations and penalties as appropriate. Monk inspectors should
be appointed across the country.

2. Public amenities Physical construction should meet the needs, with focus on
multipurpose buildings. The temple vicinity should be nice with natural atmosphere so
that it can attract people to come for relaxation on holidays or weekends and can be
used to spread Buddhist teachings. Government agencies concerned should overseer
construction and educate monks about construction so that the style would be
appropriate and modern.

3. Buddhist education Monk education should be modernized but Buddhist
principle most not be neglected. Besides Dharma, meditation and worldly education
should be included in the curriculum for spiritual development. Such a curriculum
should be used nationwide.

4. Spreading of Buddhism In spreading Buddhism, the techniques and content
in preaching most be modemn. New technology should be introduced to reach all the
target group. Preachers most be developed through a certificate course or a Bachelor's
degree program.

5. Public welfare People have been spiritually dependent on temples and
monks from the past until present. Therefore, monks should play a leadership role in
public welfare and help people by using temples as a welfare centers a disaster victims,
including the disadvantaged.

6. Education welfare The monk administration organization should find some
measures to urge all temples to see the importance of education welfare. It can impose
rules and regulation, set up an education fund, provide scholarships or establish an

education welfare foundation.



