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The purpose of the study was to investigate the social, economic and
environmental impacts of the establishment of the industrial estate on nearby
communities.

The accidental sampling technique was used to select a sample of 120
households in the old communities near the Latkrabang Industrial Estate. Structured
interviews were conducted to collect the data. Frequency and percentage were used to
describe the data.

The findings were briefly stated as follows:

1. Most of the subjects were females, aged between 31-40. The majority
completed primary education.  Most were engaged in small trade and earned a
household income of 10,000-20,000 baht per month. They lived not more than tow
kilometers around the area of the Latkrabang Industrial Estate. Most had lived there for
not less than 10 years.

2. Economic impact. The establishment of the industrial estate enabled some
family members to get jobs. Most received monthly wages from the factories there, fore
they had a higher income than before. Besides, the industrial estate helped create new
_jobs. such as house-to-let, dormitory business, laundry service, beauty salons, barber
shops, general employment, etc. Regarding expenses, most still had the same amount

of expense as before. They stated that they had more opportunity for employment
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3. Social impact. Most of the severe lived in Letkrabang District. Those moved in

to the area to get jobs. They either worked for factories there or were self-employed.
éConceming the warmness of the family, the existence of the industrial estate did not
have any impact on the family warmness. The family relationship remains the same.
‘This was also the case for the relationship with the neighbors and for participation in
‘community activities.
! Other factors When the impacts on the community before and after the
establishment of the Latkrabang Industrial Estate were compared, it was found that after
its establishment the community people were faced with the problem of safety in life and
security of properties. Noticeably, the percentage of those who said that the drug
problem was less severe was more or less the same as those who said that the drug
problem was more serious. However, there were fewer quarrels there.

4. Environmental impact. The samples were found to have no pollution problem-
-noise, dust, air, soil, tree and plant. However, about 22.5 percent said that there was
water pollution in public areas. A few experienced smell and garbage problems.

Overall, most samples were found to be satisfied with the existence of the
industrial estate in the area.

Recommendations

1. The industrial estate should strictly look after the environment the enterprises
and community people around it should be educated on waste water treatment.

2. There should be officers who cooperated with community people in
preventing and inspecting the environmental problems.

3. The traffic system in and outside the industrial-estate should be corrected.
The motorists should be educated about the traffic rules. Traffic lights and road signs
should be available. Road surface should be kept in good condition. There should be
enough personnel to handle the traffic issues.

4. More activities concerning the environment, safety, sports and health,
education, religion and culture should be held for community people to join.

5. Companies in the industrial estate should be encouraged to employ people in

the area. They should provide job training for them as well.



