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ABSTRACT

Recently, there have been conflicts regarding passive euthanasia among
patients, relatives and physicians. Based on Habermas theories, these kinds of conflicts
can potentially be solved by understanding the roots of individual communication
patterns. Habermas mentions the root of strategic action which is a common pattern in
modern lives influenced by technocratic ideologies and transformed to a specific type of
rationality. However, Habermas proposed that individuals should be used another pattern
of action, communicative actions, instead of the strategic actions so that euthanasia
conflicts can be resolved. Therefore, the roots of these actions can be clearly revealed.
This study was designed as a quantitative approach and approved by the Ethical
committee of Mahidol University. The main objective was to investigate multiple causal
relationships of theory-based constructs inducing strategic and communicative actions. In
total, eight theory-based constructs (medical ideology, system ideology, morality
ideology, criticizability value, cognitive-instrumental rationality, moral-practical
rationality, strategic action, and communicative action) were explored by interviewing 173
physicians who were studying in their first year (academic year 2009) at King
Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital. The study tool was a self-administered questionnaire
composed of eight psychometric scales that had been verified for content validity and
Cronbach reliability with resulting satisfactory values. Multiple causal relationships
among the constructs were analyzed by path analysis.

The important finding was that the root of strategic speech acts was proven to
be valid according to the stated theories. This is to say that it was indirectly influenced by
scientific domination in terms of medical ideology (standardized solution = 0.10, p<0.05)
and systematization in terms of system ideology (standardized solution = 0.09, p<0.05).
The direct effect was from the cognitive-instrumental rationality (standardized solution =
0.19, p<0.05). Most of the results imply the existence of the ‘colonization of life world’.
The influence of systems seems to invade not only on a rational level as the theories have
stated but also on an ideological level. On the rational level, moral-practical rationality
might be transformed by systems affecting physicians’ strategic speech acts. Physicians’
intentional communicative speech acts are still questionable since they were found to
score the lowest on the ‘sincerity’ claim. It can be seen that strategic speech acts
predominate over intentional speech acts of physicians. Some detailed results show the
possibility of applying Buddhist principles in addition to a de-systemization of moral
education for the purpose of decolonization.
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