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The three objectives of the study were 1) to investigate people's participation in
preventing an extinguishing forest fires in the national reserved forest on the left side of
Me Lao Forest Wawee Subdistrict, Mae Srouy District, Chinagrai Province, 2) to indentify
the factors affecting people’s participation in preventing and extinguishing forest fires,
and 3) to find out the problems of developing people’s participation in this activity. The
data were collected from 330 péople living in the area. The statistics for data analysis
were percentage, frequency, mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One-Way
ANOVA)

Findings Most of the subjects were male. The average age was 34.46. The
majority were in the range of 25-35 years of age. Most of them were married and lived
with their spouses. Their education was not beyond primary school. Most of them were
mainly in agriculture (farming, plantation and growing fruit trees). The average income
was 2,020.00 baht. The majority had monthly income of 2,000 baht or less. They lived
in the area for more than 20 years and were not members of any social group. They had
never been formally trained on preventing and extinguishing forest fires.

Overall, they received related news and information at a low frequency. They
used the forest at a moderate level. However, they had a good knowledge and

understanding about preventing and extinguishing forest fires.
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Moreover, people were found to participate in preventing and extinguishing
forest fires — as a whole and in every aspect at a low level. They participated most in
carrying out the prevention and extinguishing of forest fires, followed by planning and
spreading news and information about it respectively.

The factors found to significantly affect their participation were marital status,
education primary occupation, income, receiving training or attending a seminar on
preventing and extinguishing forest fires, and receiving related news and information.

Problems and obstacles. One problem was the lack of budget, personnet and
necessary equipment for extinguishing forest fires.  Most of the people lacked a
knowledge and skill in preventing and putting out forest fires. They did not know how to
use the equipment. There was also inadequate public relations. Some groups of people
lacked conscience and did not realize the importance of forest fires. Next, no forest fire
prevent line was constructed. Lastly, there was scarcity of water sources necessary to
extinguish fires.

Recommendations

1. People should be training to increase the knowledge about preventing and
extinguishing forest fires. Also, public relations on every aspect of preventing and
extinguishing forest fires should be increased. Especially, there should be improvement
of coordination and cooperation with local information sources, such as community
leaders, dissemination lines, community radio, and government officials.

2. Adequate budget, personnel and equipment for preventing and extinguishing
forest fires should be supplied to the communities in the area.

3. More activities for coordinating with community people about preventing and
extinguishing forest fires should be arranged.

4, People should be given more opportunity and support to participate in
expressing their opinions, analyzing the problems and finding solutions, setting
measures and rules or regulation, planning operations, prevention and patrolling to look
after the forest ,including follow - up and evaluation and inspecting of all the

Operational stages.





