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The two objectives of the study were 1) to survey the people’s opinion on water
and forest resource conservation in the Mae Srouy Watershed area, Mae Srouy
Subdistrict, Mae Srouy District, Chiangrai Province, and 2) to identify the factors
affecting their opinion on this matter. A questionnaire was used to collect the data from
275 people in the Mae Srouy watershed area, Mae Srouy Subdistrict, Mae Srouy
District, Chiangrai Province. The statistics for data analysis were percentage, mean,

standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One Way ANOVA).

Findings

Most of the people in the study were male. The average age was 42.63. Almost
half of them were 41-50 years of age. Most were married and lived with their spouses.
Their education was not higher than primary school. They were farmers (rice fields,
plantations, and orchards) . The family income was 2,678.55 baht a month on an
average. The majority had an income of 2,500 baht or less and lived in the area for
more than 20 years. Most had never attended any training course, nor were they

members of any group or committee.
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Overall, the samples gained benefits from water and forest resources at a
moderate level. In fact, they gained benefit from water resources at a moderate level
and from forest resources at a low level.

They were aware of the natural resource problems at a moderate level.

The sample group thought that the overall conservation and its individual
aspects were very suitable. The most suitable aspect was the importance and
usefulness of water and forest resource conservation, followed by conservation
guidelines and methods, and cooperation in the conservation, respectively.

The factors affecting the people’ opinion in water and forest resource
conservation were primary occupation, training on conservation and benefit gained from

water and forest resources.

Recommendations

1. Agencies concerned should give adequate support in terms of budget and
personnel. A plan for implementing the water and forest resource project in the area
should be established and carried out continuously.

2. The people in the area should be educated about the importance of natural
reéé‘Ukces and the environment and the effective use and the correct conservation
method, including the adverse impact 6f the natural resource and environmental
problems

3. The people should be encouraged to form social groups and to contact within
and among the groups to participate more in conserving natural resources and the
environment.

4. Agencies concerned should seek more cooperation from local people in all
aspects by, for example, coordinate, with community leaders to play a leading role in

conserving water and forest resources.





