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The major objectives of the study were : (1) to find out the actual role and the expected
role of Buddhist temples in according to monks' performance in the present society ; (2) to
reveal the actual role and the expected role of Buddhist temples; and 3) to make some
recommendations for Buddhist temples to adjust their role to cope with the present society. The
study focused on three aspects: providing education, spreading Buddhism, and providing welfare
for people. The population consisted of two groups. The first group included 70 monks:
administrative monks, i.e., abbots, assistant abbots, principles of the Buddhism education centers;
and monks and novices who taught Buddhism education. The second group were 155 people
who came to make merits at the temples on Sathdhammasavana Day. A questionnaire was used
to collect the data. Percentage, mean and standard deviation were employed to describe the data.

The findings were briefly stated as follows:

(1) The monk group stated that Buddhist temples played the actual role in providing
education, spreading Buddhism and providing welfare for people at a high level (X = 3.49). The
expectation about the role of Buddhist temples were also found to be high X = 3.66), too.

(2) The people group also had the same opinion. The mean of the overall actual role of

Buddhist temples was 3.55 and that of the overall expected role was 3.55
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Recommendations

1. Educational role for monks, novices and the public Buddhist temples should
promote education, as monks and novices still paid little attention to seeking knowledge. while
Buddhist temples could financially support them. Monks and novices should not be indulged in
omens and should not encourage Buddhist people to be interested in black magic, because this
would make people from a negative attitude toward the temples and monks or novices in the
temples. Monks and novices should be encouraged to acquire both mundane and religious
knowledge.

2. Buddhism-spreading role. When the temples or monks novices acquire both
mundane and religious knowledge, they would effectively play the role in spreading Buddhism
thought. That is, they would be able to train people on Buddhist teachings in line with the
changing society. They could give better illustrations and opinions while preaching. Educated
monks and novices should go out to each Buddhist principles in different places, one of the best
ways to spread Buddhism thought. They should behave themselves and strictly follow moﬁk
disciplines so as to create faith among people. Buddhist rites should be carried out properly,
correctly and economically. Emphasis should be an teaching Buddhist principles that could be
used in daily life. Illustrations should be given to people while carrying out rites rather than
emphasis only on the rites.

3. Welfare role Buddhist temples should be places where people could resort to in times
of difficulty. Monks should acquire addition knowledge, particularly about social welfare, for
application along with Buddlist teachings in giving people consultation in different aspects.
Monks and novices should be sent to attend training courses and seminars on medical knowledge,

education, community development and agriculture to broaden their knowledge so that they could

help people better.





