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ABSTRACT 181235

Title of Research Paper Participation of Water — consuming Farmers in the Mae
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The three major objectives of the study were : 1) to examine the
participation of water — consuming farmers in the Mae Tak Reservior Project ; 2) to
identify the factors related to their participation; and 3) to point out the problem of and
obstacles to their participation. The data were collected from 266 water — consuming
farmers and were analyzed by using percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and
F-test.

The sample consisted of household heads. More than half were 48
years old or more. About 82.4 percent finished elementary should or lower. Nearly all
of them were married. The household monthly income was 2,001-4,000 baht. About
82.7 of the samples possessed arable land of more than 5 rai. All of them had the

ownership night and used only irrigated water.

Findings

1. The water — consuming farmers participated in the the Mae Tak
Reservior Project at a high level. When the individual dimensions were considered they
were found to participate most in expressing their opinions, followed by decision -
making, and implementation, respectively.

2. The factors found to be significantly related to the water-consuming

farmers' leverl of participation in the project were income, size of the arable land, land
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ownership right, primary source of cultivation water, advice and knowledge from
irrigation officers, and realization of the benefit of forming a water consumption groub.

3. Most of the water-consuming farmers were found to receive advice
and knowledge form the government officers concerned and to see the benefit of
forming a water consumption group at a high level.

4. These farmers had a good knowledge and understanding of the
matters concerned. They had the poorest knowledge and understanding, however, in
equal sharing of water among group members in the area under the irrigation, and in
informing the irrigation officers when the canal was filled with weeds that prevented the
water flow. |

Regarding the problems and obstacles, the following were found :

1. The water-consuming farmers did not set the regulations of the group
because it was the first year that they received water from the Mae Tak Reservior.

2. The water management was still poor, causing competing for water
and the feeling of unfairness in water delivery and consumption.

3. Some points in the water delivery system were not perfect. For
example, there were no pipes for water delivery in some places.

4. Group members did not follow the agreement on water consumption
because they were used to the traditional water consumption.

5. The did not understand the water delivery system, management, and

regulations concerning the right way of water consumption.

Recommendations

The researcher made the following recommendations :

1. The irrigation officers should hold a training course for the farmers to
educate them about the water delivery system and management, their responsibility
and related regulations beforet allowing the farmers to manage the system with poor

knowledge and understanding.
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2. The volume of water actually needed by the farmers should be
surveyed. Also, the water delivery system should be improved to alleviate the farﬁers’
sufferings. Meeting should be held to have all parties find solutions together.

3. More public relations should be carried out so that the farmers had a
good understanding and realized the benefit of participation in the project, especially in
cooperating with irrigation officers in developing water delivery canals and in dredging
them and getting rid of weeds in the project area.

4. The budget allocation should be reviewed. The work of irrigation
officers should be divided to meet with the project needs in order to assist farmers to the
full extent. The water delivery system especially needed to compietely improved as

s$00n as possible.





