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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the basic conditions of
farmers who participated in the economic tree plantation project; (2) to investigate the
problems of farmers who participated in the project; (3) to investigate approaches to
develop the project; and (4) to analyze and identify guidelines for developing the
economic tree plantation project.

The sample population for this research consisted of 5 forestry-promotion
extension officers from Forest Resource Management Office 9 (Chonburi), Chonburi
Provincial Office of Natural Resources and Environment; 26 farmers who participated
in this project; and 6 farmers who quit the project; chosen through purposive
sampling. Data were collected using a structured interview form and participatory
seminar.

The results showed that (1) Of the farmers who participated in this project
since 1994 (total 17 years), equal numbers were male and female. Most were older
than 61, educated to the level of primary school or bachelor’s degree, had 4-5 family
members, and owned 1.6 — 4.8 hectares of cultivated land, all of which was used for
the economic tree plantation project. Their mean income range was 150,001 —
200,000 baht per year, and their mean expenses were 150,001 — 200,000 baht per
year. (2) The major problems with this project were that the participants did not weed
or plow the tree plantations and did not do any replacement planting. The main causes
of tree death were disease and insects. (3) Improvements in 3 areas are recommended
for developing the economic tree plantation project: the official promotion policy,
forestry-promoting extension officers, and farmers who participate in the project. (4)
By using SWOT analysis and TOWS matrix, SO strategy is to raise awareness about
the importance of green areas, ST strategy is to increase supporting funds, WO
strategy is to develop the project management by making it less complicated and
reducing the steps in the working process, and WT strategy is to keep the continuity
of policy.
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