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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the role of the business sector in
developing local politics in Amnat Charoen Province; (2) problems with and obstacles to the fulfilment
of that role; and (3) approaches to solving those problems and recommendations for strengthening the
role of the business sector in developing politics in Amnat Charoen Province.

This was a qualitative research. The study population was (1) the business sector in Amnat
Charoen Province; (2) local politicians in Amnat Charoen Province; and (3) local government
employees in Amnat Charoen Province. The sample population, chosen through purposive sampling,
consisted of (1) 20 directors of companies in Amnat Charoen Province; (2) 3 local politicians; and (3) 2
local government employees. Data were collected through interviews and analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that (1) The business sector in Amnat Charoen Province played a role in
developing local politics in terms of policy making and planning local work and projects. (2) The
problems the business sector faced in fulfilling its role were 2.1) patronage relationships between
business people and politicians who were relatives and also were related in terms of administration and
finance; 2.2) conflicts between local politicians and businesses; and 2.3) lack of readiness due to the
personal background of most business people, who lacked sufficient knowledge of politics. (3)
Approaches for addressing these problems and recommendations for strengthening the role of the
business sector in developing local politics are to have business people pay more attention to developing
local politics by reducing their patronage relationships and conflicts with local politicians. The
government should also have a clear policy of supporting and promoting the readiness of the private

sector in developing local politics, which would have a positive effect on developing local politics.
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